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PREFACE.

" I nave endeavoured to arrange this Essay

in as clear a manner as the nature of the
subject would admit, and the novelty of

it allow, Itis, I believe, the first treatise

ever attempted on the subject; I had

- therefore no path or guide to direct me,

but to follow the best of my judgement,
from my own experience, and to form an
entire new work, : :

It is'easy to conceive the difficulty that
attends the formation of a new road or
path over a boundless desert, or an un-
frequented forest : many obstacles present
themselves, and they must be removed
with great labour and diligence before the.
road can be rendered clear and even for
the end designed.

ae



iv PREFALE. -

The trade being a handicraft, depends

in a great measure on the fancy of the
‘times ; which it is impossible to command
by any established vules.

I have adhered to the fixed laws of the
trade, which I call its elements, or ground
work.. -

I think that I have omitted nothmg that
is really necessary in the theory, as an ele-
mentary work ; and to attempt to extend
the subject beyond that would be useless,
and would only tend to fill up more pages,

and incur additional expense, without be-

ing of any real benefit.
Tt is well known to the trade, that it is

only by great attention and long experi-

‘ence that a proper degree of knowledge
in it is obtained
to twelve years being requisite to form a
complete workman, and then he will have
enough to learn, although nothing more
than what he will find. himself defective

; not less than from ten

e L

PREFACE. “riw

in.  Therefore, what I expect to effect by
this Essay is to draw the attention of the _

young beginner to the elementary part of

the trade, that he may have a clear idea of

the ‘connection and proportion of those
parts, which will render more perfect his.

Judgement of the whole; and will accele-"

rate his learning with greater facility, by
his mind being brought to think of those:
dependencies; so that he will sooner gain:
that expertness, which is the result of the

‘mind baving a clear and a mechanical

knowledge - 6f the combination of those
parts.  If I can arrest the thoughts of the:

young learner so far, my object will be:

obtained, and his interest advanced..

I have begun the work with some ob- -

servations on the quality of- thread and’

wax. At first they may appear trifling;,
but T thiuk that, when duly considered,,

they will be found of more consequence ;: .
forin a great measure the firmmess of the:

»
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work depends on their quality, and'wi.th_
out their being of a certain construction
‘the work cannot be firm. ;

The next article is closing, which every
beginner should be well acquainted with
and it is in general the first thmg a begin-
ner has to learn.

In the next place 1 have given the eler
mentary parts of making a man's shoe;
the thorough knowledge of which is re-
quisite for every one who would wish to be
a skilful ' workman; even to those that are
determiged to be confined to. women’s

shoes only; for it will give them that me- .

thod of working which a mere woman’s
man cannot be acquainted with. . Fgr. it is
generally known in the trade, that the

work of a woman's man, that has been pre-

viously working on meun's work, 1s put to-

gether in better order, closer, and more

" solid, than that of mere women’s..men.
‘Though I do not put it down as a.rule

ey e
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without exception: for there are some
good women’s men who have not been
used to men’s work. . Hence, I would
advise every one to be previously ac-
quainted with the men’s work, 'let him
follow whatever branch of the trar.ic. he
may afterwards. -
The Second Part of the “ork treats on
the elements of cutting men’s and women’s
boots and shoet. IHere, as well as in the
maling, time and experience are required;
without which no progress .can be ex-
pected. ]
‘The subject of boot- cuttm , T am per--
suaded, will be found worthy the attention
of the young leamer and of the trade in-
general, - : _
‘The uncertain mode hitherto practlsed ;
of cutting boots, has made me particular
to delineate the subject with more accu~
racy .than 1 should have done, if it were
not hidden in such obscurity that nine.
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tenths of the trade are at an entire loss
how to proceed; and the major part of

those that have any knowledge of it, finda .

oreat many difficulties for want of general
rules. Therefore, I believe that I have
done away the obscurity, and laid down
such general rules as will render the sub-
ject easy by attention and a little experi-
ence. : _ ‘i '
The other pai'ts; such as men’s and wo-
men’s half boots to lace; and the cutting
of sole leather, &c. will be found of equal

interest. : o
1 wish every one of the trade to pay

such attention to the business as to be '

fully acquainted with the principles and
practice of it, so as to become a firm,
smooth, and a regular workman ; and, in
whatever branch he should choose to fol-
low, capable of satisfying the expectation

of any manufacturing house of the trade

in the kingdom, .

PREFACE, ix

I believe that there is no trade so nu-
merous as ours, IThere cannot be fewer
than two hundred thousand in the united
kingdom; from the numbers computed,
when they meet in any town or district,
and the proportion they bear to the inha-
bitants of that town or district.
| But I think a more certain mode is, to
calculate the probable quantity of work
one man can do on an avérage in a week
or ycar; the number of inhabitants in a
certain place, and the number of shoes
they are likely to wear in a week or year.
—Por example, suppose that every one of - -
the trade, on an average, makes seven
pairs a week, or three hundred and siﬁy ;
pairs in the year, which is only five pairs
less than seven pairs a week ; and let the
humber of inhabitants in England and
Wales be nine millions ; which are nearly

~ the.number, according to the census of the

ycar 18015 and that each of them wear
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on an average four pairs of shoes in the
year, which I think will not be too many, |

in the present state of the dress of the

people of this country. Then the pro- .

portion will be as 360 : 36,000,000 :: 1

100,000 men ; that is, one hundred thou- °
sand men of the trade in England and :

Wales, besides cutters, &c.

And if we allow the inhabitants of Scot-
land and Ireland a proportionate number
of shoes, and the number of inhabitants to '
be six millions, two for Scotland and four
for Ireland: then as 360 : 24,000,000 :: |
1 : 66666 men; therefore the number of the |
trade in the united kingdom is 166666 ;
they
may be stated at one hundred and seventy

or I believe that, without any error,

thousand.

But the number in London bears a-

greater ploportlon, because of the opu-
lence, therefore the gaiety, of its inhabi-
tants ; ‘besides having exclusively the
East India trade, with the ‘trade of the

as 360 ;

PREFACE, xi

West Indies, simerica, A'frica,'and Europe,
in ccmmon with the rest of the kingdom.
If London (that is, the city of London,
Waestiinster, and the borough of South- |
wark, and their dependencies) contains
one million of inhabitants; then, accord-
ing to the above proportion, the number
of the trade will be about eleven thousand ;
but I think that they are ascertained to be
from twenty to thirty thousand. ;
Now, 1if we d]uulrl carry our caleula-
tions to other wealthy and gay dressed
countries, we.inay partly know the num-
ber of the trade in those countries: for in-
stance, we will say France, in her présent
state, with Holland, Rome, and Genoa .
anncxed to her,  Her inhabitants cannot
be fewer than fifty millions ; therefore, as
stated above, we have the proportion
200,000,000 : : 1 : 555555 ; that-
15, the number of the trade in France Imust
be five hundred and. éfty-ﬁve thousand -
five hundred and fifty-five.
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The number of  inhabitants in Europe
is computed to be one hundred and fifty-
three millions; and if we deduct those of
the united kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland, and those of France, from the
above, there will remain eighty-eight mil-
lions for'Germany, Denmark, Sweden,
lussia-in-Europe, Turkey-in-Europe, Po-
land, Hungary, Switzerland, Italy, Spain,
and Portugal ; and as the inhabitants of
these countries are not, on an average, SO
opulent nor so dressy as the two former,
we will rate them at three pairs each, in
the year, on an average: then as 360:
264,000,000 :: 1: 733333 men of the

trade in these countries—And let us add .
the United States of America and the ad- |
joining British colonies, viz. the two Ca-. |

nadas and Nova Scotia.—I believe that the

latest account from the United States in- |

forms us that the inhabitants have increas-
ed to eight millions ; and at the same rate

of increase we must allow one million for

t
i .
PREFACE. Cxiit

| the British provinces. And as their dress
s like that of England, and the number of
! the inhabitants of the United States and
¢ the British provinces are the same as that
; of England, nine millions; therefore, the
J: number of the trade will be the same, one

i hundred thousand.—Now, if we put ;hetﬁ

B order as above stated, they will be as
! follow : °

E'
¢
f
}

fries '
England and Wales .., ., 100.000'

iScotland and Ireland : 66,666
;Fraucc o s w4 - 5551555
The other states of Europe 733,333
e ! . 0 733,333
‘United States of America and ) s
the British colonies Faa s
Total 1,555,554

i
: 'The numbers appear great, one million,
five hundred and fifty-five thousand five:
!:undrcd and fifty-four, of the trade in the
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above countries.—But I think, from the:
statement I have laid ' down, that, con.’
sidering the nature and extent of the
countries, this estimate is below rather,
than above the real numbers. -~ . |
Bat the other parts of the earth can-
not bear such proportion’; for the inbabi.
tants of the wilds of North and South
Anierica, Africa, and Asia, wear nd shoes;
therefore there are no makers. The num-
ber of the whole inhabitants of the earth
is stated to be near ten hundred millions;
and if we say that each of them. do wear,
on an average, one pair in the year, d
some kind of shoes or other, there must b‘i
- two millions seven hundred and seventy-

seven thousand makers.
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THE

ART AND MYSTERY.

or !

A CORDWAINER.

T FIRST PART.

On the making of Boots and" Shoes, Men's -
Jand Homen's. '

* TO THE TRADE.

I rratren myeelf that you will find the whole
of this work disposed of in that regulat and na«
tural order which the young beginners are genc-
rally taught in the various branches of the trade.
Some may think that T might have left out -
the subjects of making thread and wax, s .in .
large towns and cities they do not” occupy the
care of the trade, but are prepared by people
called grinders, who sell them with other things
‘B -
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called for by the trade. I grant that the trade
can be supplied with these articles ; but I'll ask,
Have not the tradein large towns and cities oflen
complained of the badness of these materials 50
prepared, and that the _work made with them is
too often found defective?. Therefore, as they
. are two articles of the most essential service in

the trade, to render the work firm and wearable,

I think too much care cannot be taken to pro-

curc them of the best prepared materials, for to

answer an end so desirable.

The wark out of ]m'ge' towns and cities is re-
quired very strong; so T think, that in the
country, the young b:.'rmnera will not say that
the subject is superfloous, but that they  will
aladly embrace the opportunity of seeing if any
thing can be added to their former kuowlcdga on

the subject. Fo, T ¥l

Therefore T begin the work w:th dlrecnons i

for preparing and makmrr

Tﬁrmd and H?' ax.

- The first 1hma' done in the trade, is. “the mak-
ing. a thread ; and a, .thrt.a_cl well made contri-

butes as much as any thing to a good solid

3

bout or shoe,  Aund as .a thread is composed of
many strands of hemnp or Hlax, and wax, I shall
ireat on cach scparately.—First of -

Wazx,

Wax should be made of the best black pitch,:;
with a fourth part of rosin, and a little fine oil
if you should find it hard, which yon will in
winter; but put no fat nor grease, for neither
will incorporate with the pitch so well as the
oil : for the wax that is made with fat or grease,

will not properly adhere to the thread or work.
The pitch should be melted in an earthen or

aniron pot, ony a slow fire, that it may not

burn,  When ﬂlurouulﬂy melted, take it off the
fire, and pour into it as much oil as the season
requives, and let the whole be well stirred ;

then pour it into a pan or tub of cold water,
and press it close together in the watery that it
may be as free as possible from air bladders,
and let it be taken out of the water while warm §
then draw it between the hands to that degree
that it may support itself in small filiments
or theeads without- breaking.  Unless it be
hrought to that ductile state, it will be too brit<

B2

& e . s
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tle to be of any service, it will fly off the thread

in the working, and that which remains will
soon wear off,

7

- Secondly, of
: T}lreads 1

Therefore, unless the wax be |
of that ductile property, capable of adhering to .
~the thread, the work ¢annot be firm.—

Sewmg threads should be made oF the best
long green hemp that-can be had ; and stitching -
threads of the best yellow or gray flax, and not |

too hard spun, for the facility of making the |-

threads, and of better receiving the wax. - !
. When you have got these materials, cast out

* from the ball of hemp or flax"the first strand.to |
the length the work requires; but never longer .

than what you can draw out on two pulls with
ease: for longer will cause you to lose time, as
well as render the thread unfit for use, from the
too great friction such Ienglhs must acquire in
the work,

¥ Lk

. All of the otber strands must ‘be graduﬂ.lly ;

shorter: than the: first, that the ends of the !

~ threads may be tapering, but yet strong. A lit- |

tle expenence will teach the young practitioner |

o v e

. 5 ¥ "
this, as well as putting on the hair or ‘bristle,
which is the next article,
done, let the thread be well waxed before you
twist itj for, previous to the twisting, the wax

enters into the body of the thread, and then *

cvery strand is covered with it.  Let the thread
be well twisted, but not too hard, and rub it

smooth with a bit of upper leather ; and let it -
be waxed over again before you put on the .

bristles.
In putting on the

"IJ Dristles,
Some split the'bristle from the soft end to a

But, before that.is -

cerlain distance, then putting the point of the -

thread in between the slit, at the Jower part of .

it, and holding the bristle in the left hand be-
tween the fore finger and thumb, with the fore
finger and thumb of the right hand twist up
hard the split part of the bristle; then with the
forc finger and thumb of the left hand twist

up hard the point of the thread and bristle toges " .
ther, and so alternately till it"is nearly twisted -

to the splitend of the bristle ; then pat on the

enr‘ a knot, or make a hole with a small awl i m &

3
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8 _
the thread, and put the hard end of the bristle

through : others will twist the point of the
thread round the bristle without splitting it, and

fasten it the same as above,

The points of the bristles should be cut cff

and pointed, by giving them a few strokes back-

ward and forward on a whetstone; for, without .

pointing them, you will-not be able to get them

through stuff work ; and in all. other kiud of

work you will find il to your advantage.
Before I close this subject,

hemp for to make your sewing threads, where

I would have you |
to be very particular in choosing the best green

the work is rcqulred very strong, whether it be

~ intown or country. © Sy
' The next thing that comes under the care oF 4

t‘he lcarner | S b A
f :”Cl'a.'ting. e
Of uppcr leather for shoes: it eons:sts oF two

parts, viz. round and flat scams, -
All grain leather is closed-on the ﬂi.sh s:dc

~ with a round seaun, and wax leather'is some- |
But, !

times closed inside with a. round seam.
some years ha.(.k all wax calf leather was clnsed

r
on the wax Kide with a flat scam, and all hide
leather, whether grain or wax, was closed with
a round seam ; but now the general mode of
closing wax calf leather is on the wax side with
a round close, and set as if closed flat, Certainly
a round scam is the firmest, if care is taken in

the sclling of it, that the stitches are not in-

jured by the iron setter.
Round scam.—As the two quartcrs of the shoc
arc first closcd together, let the upper part of

them be placed even on the closing block under

the etirrup; with the edges close to each other,

Nute, with a propes awl* and thread, rise a

# The awl should be well polished, and round except a¢
the very point, tiiere it should be rather flat, that it mny
coter the leather with mora ease 3 let’ the awl'at all tiges
L uite as full as the thread that youare usi_n”g‘ For when
the two threads enter "the lolo, and if the hole be too
amally it will steain the threads, and free the wax from off
them, and the wax will be left on each side aftlla hole,

and the threads wijl he deprived of that wax, wliich .
should luve entered with themn into the wmk to redder lt fa

firm.

that cise the thread and wax will not be full enougli to
All the hole of the awl with that extension or bulk for tu
enter firm iuto the work,

Nur should tho awl be su ﬁﬁi as the two thrcads, forin -
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hold on each side in proportion to the substance .

of the leather, but never let it be tob full, 1fit
be grain leather, let the awl come out near the
grain at the edge on one ‘side, and-enter the
other edge at the same distance from the grain ;

but -if it be wax leather, let it be split 'a little
~ more than one half towards the grain, but not so
near the grain as that of grain leather, otherwise.

the outside seam will be too open.
By splitting the leather, the twa rough ends

will come in contact w:th.r the intervening wax

that issues from the threads, and will form a

solid firm seam,
knots, commonly called half cast, for, by that,

there will be more thread and wax in.the work,

and you can draw the stitches as tight as you
please wiihout causing the leather to grin or
tear: and in all kind of sewing, you should ob-

- serve the same method, except that of sewing

down the heel of a man’s shoe or a channel.

The practice of closing the two black sides tos
gether cannot be so firm as that of splitting ; for’

the two greasy sides of the leather coming in

contact with the intervening wax, cannot ad-
here, from the natural propertics of cach : there-

fore, from the above rgasons, splitting is the best

Let the threads form half

et g 1

9

methad, T do not mean, from the above, that
the wax is to issac out from between the seamin
that quantity as to be always perceptible j=—~no;
—but that you are to understand that when the
threads arc felt to come through the work full,
there issues from the threads imperceptibly a
certain quantity of wax, which enters into the
pores of the leather and between the seam, as a
defence Lo the threads in the work from wet and.
damp. Hence, the threads should be waxed at
certain intervals to sapply the constant drain,
and to keep them nearly in the same state as
when they were made. - The necessity of paying,
strict atieniion’ to this arlicle, causes me the
more to unpn,is it on the young mind as a Very ~
important part of the work, S R

Again to the subject ; continue the same - hold
through the whole hecl seam; and if there
be any difference in the depth of the quarters,
fet it remain at the bottom,
dane with the heel seam, the same threads will
serve to close the side seams, 1f they be.of the .
usual Jength at first, about a fathom and a ‘half.
If the side seam be square, (though there are but
very few of them now,) you must be carcful to

BS

When you have’ R
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let the corner of the side of the vamp come up
full to the angle of the side of the quarter, and
begin at the bottom where they meet ; and when

you have closed up to the angle of the ‘quarter,

et a hold be taken in the lengih of the quarter
right over the angle, and the thread on the
quarter side be put through, and brought paral-
lel with the length of the upper part of the side
.seam, that the corner of the sean may be square
on the guarter side,

In closing the upper part of the side scamn,
let the quarter side be strained a little more than
the vamp; and w hen you come to the opening
of the vamp, bhe carcfu] to let the end of the
quarter lie straight.on the varp ; but if inclined,

Jet it incline down towards the edge of the vamp,

that the upper part of the quarter may be strain-
ed, as it will last the easicr, and fit the closer
round the ancle when on the foor. . But if it
should incline upwards, it will have. the comrary
eflects, bad lasting and bad fitting,

1f there be a slitin the vamp to let the end of
the quarter in, keep the quarter @ little’ straincd,
and if the slit be not long enough, which is
sometimes the case, you are to cut it s0.

11

At the end of the quarter, stab a hole through
the vamp, close to the last stitch on the vamp
side, and let in the thread which is on the same_
side; then at the end of the guarter, about the
distance of thebreadth of the seam from the seam
on the quarter side, let there be a row of stabbing
to the opening of the vamp, and there let both
threads be brought inside, and fasten them with
aknat or a few stitches up the opening.

The other side seam to be done 1he same.

It is imwmaterial which of the side scams you
begin with. !

- Flat Closing

+ Is looked upon as neater than round. 2

If the leather be stout, you must pare off
ahout one third of its substance-at the edge,
from-the {lesh side; but the inclination to the
flesh side to be very litte, nearly to a perpen-
dicular.  The directions with respect to the’
awl, thread, and quarter, to be the same as in
the ‘Jast article. Let the hold be in proportion

.to the substance of the leather, but never very
1]

wide, Let the point of the aw) come out-at the
lower part of the paring slope, and enter the
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other side at-the same place, and so contifue
through the whole c!osuw

In the last article I munuoned only of square
side scams; but the general mode of cutting
shoes now, is to have hut one straight seam to
the opening of the vamp, and the end of the
quarter to have two rows of stabbing. Be care-

"ful, before you begin to stab the end of the ..
it incline rather downward_

quarter, to let
towards the edge of the vamp.
IF the leathier be thin, it will not bear paring ;

therefore, in taking the hold, the point of the

awl must come out at the edge close to the
black, and enter the other side the same, and
so on through the whole closing.

These are the only kinds of closing used for _

shoes.

‘With respect to

Boot Closing,
It partakes of both : for in closing the tongues

of cordovan boots, the hold in.the leg is flat’

-close, and the point of the awl comes out even
with the grain or black side ; but the hold in the

13 .

tongne of the vamp is of the. round close, and
the awl enters in close to the black edge. Calf
Jegs likewise partake of both kinds : the hold in
the tongue of the vamp and back strap is round
close 3 but in the leg it is flat close. The beauty
of all kinds of closing is, that the hold is equal
on cach side, and the stitches of the same
length and regular. When setting the seams,
you must be particular that the iron setter is
not above blood heat, otherwis¢ it will burn the
scams, In sctting the seams you should use a
litle guim water and colouring, which will make
the scamé smooth and hard : for without, the
warm iron will not slide so well on the seams.
But above all, bé careful that there is no kind,
of cutting edge to the iron, but that it be per-
fectly smooth.

This article refers to the setting of the seams:
of shoes as well as to those of boots. -

Lining
Is the next artxc‘e.
The back picce should he as deep as the quar-
ter at the heel seam, and cut square at top,
about an inch and a half wide, .and then cat it
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on both sides from the top downward with a
short curve at first, and then with a gradual
slope to the ends, letting them be about three
quarters of an inch deep: then let the side
linings be cut even at the ends, to- meet the
back piece, and of the same depth with it at

the ends, Then lay the vamp and quarter flat
on a board, and lay the lining on them from |

where the end of the back piece jnins; then

mark it in 2 gradual inclining slope from the :
end to the opening of the vamp; and if the
" vamp have no lap lining, there the lining must -

be notched, and a sloping bit let 'up the opening
about half an inch long, and from ' the opening
of the vamp let the lining be. cut'in a gradual
slope to the toe, and at the toe to be about half
an inch wide. The others are to be cut to this,

and to he pared at the edges that are’to be sewed |

if the leather be thick. The sewing of the lining
of strong shoes is done with a wax thread and
an awl. The thread. should be made of three
cords of flax, and the-awl .should be rather flat
and crocked at the point, The side lining
should not be sewed above two or three stitches
on the vamp, beyond the quarter, for it will be

15 3

the means of breaking the yamp at the joints.
Let the awl enter the lining first, as it can bear
the fullest part of the awl better than the upper.
In shoes that are made in cities and large
towns the lining is sewed with silk, and is the
province of the needle ; but the same order in the
sewing should be observed as in that of the awl.
Now we shall procecd to the making of a

Man’s Shoe.

The bottom stoff (as the sole leather, &ec.
is commaonly called) should be previously wetted
in a tub or pan of clean water, but not too wet,
and left to remain together in a heap for about
half an hour, thut the water may enter the pores
of the leather, to render it mellow and pliable
for the work.

If the soles and inner soles be each in a piece,
mark them to the last, and cut them separate:
with the top-pieces do the same, Then pare off
the loose flesh from off the stuff, and let the seat
lifts Le split as slanting as you can. Then
with two pair of pincers, stretch the siuff well.
across a block, and particularly in the widih,
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and let itbe well hammered*, Then mould the
soles to the last, and put the heel stuff in such
a place, that it may get dry by the 111ne you
think that you shall use it.

Now that you have the stuff' and uppers pre-
pared, fix the inner sole on the last, and fasten
it with a tack to the last about the middle of the
waist, and rest the last on yéur two knees, with
the sole upward, and support it there with the

stirrup : then strain the inner sole forward to- |

wards the toe, and fasten it to the last about two
inches from the toe, and do the same to the
heel part.  Then strain it moderately all round
the last, and secure it to the sides with some
tacks, Hammer the inner sole moderately to

* SBome do not hammer the soles till they are going to
use thcm, that they may work the easier, and feel the
harder when the shoes are finished, as they think,

But experience tells us that leather will shrink much in
drying, and if a shoe be svon finished, the sole will part
from the welt, and grin, let the shue be ever so well put
together in every other respect.—But itis not the case
wlen hammered and put to dry; and when you are going

to use them, to damp them, and slightly hammer thcm +

over again,

| ' 17

the last, that it may keep its position. Be cares
ful that the inngr sole be not too wet, .only that
it may be mellow and pliable; otherwise the
thread and wax will not have that effect they
ought to have, and the sewing in all probabxhly
will rip, -

Nor should you overstrain the inuer sole on
the last ; for all leather when overstrained, whe-
ther wet or dry, but more sowhen wet, be-
cause it gives more then, will contract or shrink
to its former position gradually as it dries when
the straining force is removed ; therefore the in-
ner sole will become narrower than you intend-
ed it should be, " Some may say that the inner
sole will keep its position after the shoe is sewed,
but reason and experience inform us to the con-
trary : indeed, only the interval of time between
the rounding of the inuer sole and sewing of the
same, produces a full proof if the inner sole be
100 wet,

After you have taken the strainir'm tacks out
of the last, round the inner sole just to the edge
of the last, unless you have orders to work fuller
or narrower than the last, Mark on the inner
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sole the length of the heel, which is in general

from two inches and a half to three inches; !

but there is no certain rule, for it depends on
circumstances and the nature of the work, If
the customer that the shoes are for has a long
flat seat to his foot, the heel of the shoe must
be long, otherwise the shoe will be uneasy to

him ; and in the wear of the shoe, he will force |

down the soles nearly even with the top piece at
the end of the heel. :
With a shoulder stick of a certain breadth
mark off on the edge of the inner sole for a fea-
ther round the fore part, from the mark of the
heel on one side to that on the other.
breadth of the feather must always be in propor-
tion to the substance of the work. It must be

full as wide as the thickness of theupper leather, |

lining, welt, and the distance of the stitching
stitch from the upper ; therefore the stouter these
are, the wider must be the feather,

There are some that do not put a feather to a

boot or shoe ; but boots ‘or shoes s0 - made can- |

not wear well, for the upper lcather will break
all round the fore part close to the sole. Be-

“The !
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cause in this case the upper leather will ply short

against the hard edge of the inner sole; which

will cause the upper leather'to break,

But in the case of a sloping feather, that lies
oun the inside of the upper, full as far as. the
stiching stitch, it will cause the upper leather
to ply in a curve or sweep, which will always
prevent the npper from breaking off shorty

For exanple ;- if you take a twig or wire, and
bend either of them backwards and - forwards in
a curve or sweep, it will not break very easily ;
but if you will ply ¢ mher of them shorl., it will
‘break instantly, y
. Therefore all bopts and shoes that are mtanded
for service should not be made without such a

feather ; especially at these times; when leather

is so badly tanned and curried. :
The feather must be of a gradual slope from
the mark to the edge ; but only at the édge it is
to be thin, Likewise let there' be a featherto
the heel part as wide -as the substance of the

-

upper lining, and what w:ll cover the rand when

made®,

* Though some will give feather to thq_fnre.part, they '
will give none to the heel part ; -but for the same reason
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The next thing to be done, is 1o hole the in-
ner sole; but as a guide for the young beginner,
and if the insole be thick, take a shoulder stick
and mark off from the mark that was ‘made for
the foather, further on the inner sole, a widih
cqual to the length of the hold, which should
be cqual to the thickness of the upper leather,
lining, and welt ; then with the point of the
knife cut'a shallow channel * perpendicular to
the inner sole; in that mark and pare off from
that channel sloping to the middle of the inner
sole a thin skiving all round the fore part;
this will cause a ridge between the channel and
the feather of the inner sole, equal in width to
the length of the hold.

This hold on the inner sole, being equal to
the thickness of the upper leather, lining, -and
welt, will be suificient to take up on each side
an equal quantity of thread and wax : therefore a
wider held on the inner sole side would render

as above, T advise every one to do it to every kiyd of work
that is for service—Very light or dress shoes, where the
work is required very close, are out of my prescnt
question, ‘

* Butif the inner sole be thin, hole it without.
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the work Loo extensive for the threads to have
their proper effect, because they could not be

drawn in close enough. On the contrary, if the
hold be oo narrow, it is liable to break ont, and

will not take in a sufficient quantity of thread

and wax to support the work,

Now with.an awl rather crooked hole the
inner sole, and let there be four or five stitches
in an inch at least round the fore part; but in
the heel part, if what is called a blind rand, let
there be but three.~~The number of stitches de-

* pends much on ‘the’ quality of the work ; that s,

whether it be light or heavy. But mind this, if

the stitch be too long, the work cannat be firm,

and if too short,"it is liable to break through.
The next thing you have to do is

Lasting,

And It the heel-scam of the quarters he fixed
esactly even on the middle of the hecl part of-
the last, and fastened there, by putting a tack
through one of the quarters close to the seam,
about an inch from the upper part of the quarter,
and another at the bottom, near the elge.
Always mind to sink no more of the quarters



22

below the last, than what is necessary under the
sewing stitch, except when -the upper leather is:

much too wide in the instab, that you are
obliged to sew off a large portion of the fore part
of the quarters; then it will be proper 1o’ sink

the hind part to bring it even; otherwise the:

quarters will bulge out at the sides, and never
fit well. =

Let the fittings or instab lealhers (if it be not
a block last) be fastened to the last with a small
tack near the toe; then let the upper leather be
drawn gently over the toe of the last, and the

crease or middle of the vamp come directly over-

the middle part of the toe of the last, and with
the pincers strain it moderately over-the toé, and
cecure it on the sole side with a tack.:

Then at a certain distance from the toe, with

the pincers, strain the upper leather tight in the
“direction of the line AB. as in fig. 1st; thatis,
from the upper end of the quarter at the heel-
scam, in a direct line a‘long the end of the side
seam to the side of the toe ; and the same on the
other side, 5 '

Be carefu] that they are even on each side, for
they are the two principal lasting tacks. If they

e e o i
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arc not carefully lasted, the upper leather never
will be smooth ; thercfore too great care cannot
be taken of them, that they may be equally
strained at the same distance from the toe in the
above direction ¥,

The next two tacks are those at the joints, as
at ¢, : they last the upper tight oyer the instab
and joints. et the upper leather be lasted
direct downward ; but if it should mclme, let it
incline forward.

Let the ends of the side seams be always at the
rame distance from the toe, and the same depth
from the edge of the Tast. Nocver last the quarter
beyond the end of the side seam, towards the
heel seam, cxcept./the quarter be too shallow
to come under the sewing stitch-: and in that
case, it is better to take an instab leather out of
the fittings, and -endeavour to shove it in after
the shoe is sewed.—But if you do take a leather
cut, you must Jast the upper over agai.n, other-
wise the upper Jeather will not be smooth.

+ T have known very good old hands in the trade in
every respeet but et of lasting ; andin th.\t they scemed
to be like young Leginners.
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The next two tacks are those between the
joints and the lasting tacks, as.in fig. 1. between
B and C.—The next thing is to last the toe;
that is, you must take out the toe and the two
lasiing tacks, and turn up the upper. over the
toe, and take out ‘the tack from. the instab
leathers, or fittings.—Then draw the side linings
~close together, and let a tack be put in each,
and let the ends be cut to meet, and with a small

end brace themn together,—Then cut the lining |

on cach side from the joint sloping towards the
toc : skive the edges, and put a little paste slight-
ly over them 3 then draw the upper leather over
the toe, and sce that the lining keeps its place,

After you have secured the upper leather over
the toe, let the two lasting tacks be properly
strained in the dircction as given above. -

Then last the toe, by putting a tackor two
between the lasting tacks and the toe tack, on
each side, as in fig. 1. between B apd the toe,

Then brace the toe, by taking the end of a

wax thread, and with an awl let it enter the

inuer sole below the lasting tack, and let it come
out in the upper close to the tack that is betwecn
C and B, and let it come round the toe, and its

25

parchase on the tack that is on the opposite.
But take out the tacks from one lasting tack to
the other round the toe, that is, from B to B
round the toe, before you fasten the thread;
and strain the upper leather back against the
thread, till you bring the thread and upper to lie
just on the outer holes of the inner sole; and
lel the upper leather be smooth and free from
plaits or wrinkles round the toe.

Though some do not brace the toe, but take
the tacks out as they sew ; but I advise the for-
mer mode. '

Now after you have lasted the upper; put a
little paste on it, and with a damp spunge let the
paste be well rabbed over the upper, to keep the
grain smooth in the work, if it be wax leather.

In the next place prepare the welt, by skiving
itto the subslance the work requires, and let

‘one side be thinned to receive the thread, but in

proporlion to the work and thread: for to a
strang and serviceal le® shoe the welt should not
be reduced too thin. :

The next article is a sewing thread : and the
sewing thread should be made of the best green
hemp, and well waxed, (as T have directed in the. -

c
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early part of this work,) and its size full in pro-
portion to the work ; foritis better for the thredd
to be, of the two, too full than too “small,
(unless it be a dress shoe, for that is more for
sight than wear,) forif there be hardly any thread,
there can’t be much wax; and if there be not
sufficient thread and wax in proportion to the
work, the shoe can never be firm,

In Sewin‘é,

Begin with the back part of the shoe, for the
rand of ‘the heel requires the best part of the
‘thread ; ‘and let there bea full cast to every stitch
on the quarter side, and let not the stitch ‘be
drawn too tight on the quarter, that the stitch
“may lie close and smooth, in sewing down the
heel, without causing the quarter to grin or tear.
And if you shouldneglect cither or bath of them,
you will find great difficulty to make the rand ;
besides being liable to tear the quarters.

When you have sewed -round the heel, the
‘firststiteh in the fore part must come over the
“end of the welt, and with the thin end of the
hamme let the welt be Jaid close to the npper

e o e, i i A o T . e
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that lies even with the outer holes of the inner
sole, and so you must continue to do for about
every eight or ten stitches while you are sewing
the fore part, -

Likewise you must be careful to wax the
thread so often as that it may be kept nearly in
the same state as it was when you began with
it .

In drawing the threads in sewing, you will
find that ou one side the end of the thread in -
hand will. come out at the hole nearer to you
than that part that goes in at the same side; and
on the other side, the end in hand must come
out at the hole further from you than that part
which goes in o that side: therefore the stitch
on the latter side will have the appearance of a
half cast, which should always be on the welt
side, as it will prevent the welt from grinning.
_The sewing awl should be curvilinear, or have
a bend similar to that which is called pumpe
blade, because, in consequence of the curve or
hend, you can rise the hold in the upper leather
and welt in the exact point you wish to; but
with a straight.awl it will be out of your power, .
for the straight awl will rise the hold far beyond

c2 '
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the proper place: thercfore the parts will never
be brought close enough together, B

After you have done sewing the welt, lay
with the hammer the stitch smooth, and pare off
the spare leather of the upper and lining close to
the welt; and if that part of the welt above the
stitch should not be even, pare it so, but not too
near the stitch,

The heel part must not be pared, but laid flat
with the hammer ; and rise the stitch with some
straight awl ; and with a shoulder stick set the
stitch smooth on the welt side of the fore
part. '

Then lay the best split-lift on the heel part
with some tacks, and let it be about a quarter of
an inch beyond the outside of the stitch, and
let the ends come quite flush with the ends of
the welt. With the edge of the hammer settle
the split-lift, and instead of the 1acks put in
some pegs ; then pare and rasp it even.—Fill the
middle of the fore part between the sewing, with
skivings of leather, and some paste, for to level
the middle with the prominent part of the sewing

seam ; otherwise the sole will not be even, but in-

pits and ridges, which will not work nor wear well,

Now let the sole be wetted, so as to be pliant
and meltow, and hammer it over slightly, and
lay it on thein-sole, after every thing is done as
above directed, and a little paste put between.

Secure the sole in the waist with a tack about
two inches below the joints ; then draw it over
the toe, and secure it with a tack about two
inches from the toe, and with two tacks fasten
it at the heel part—Then settle the sole well,
and pare it round the fore part at a certain di-
stance from the sewing stiich on the welt side:
which distance depends on the substance of the
shoe, and it must correspond with the width of
the feather of the inner sole; for, if the sole be
left wider than the feather of the inner sole, the
fore part will project or shelve out frightfully
beyond the upper leather ; and if too much un-
der the feather, it will cover the welt and bury
the work, and the welt will be too close. But
in rounding the sole to the welt, you must be
careful to leave enough of the sole to pare off
10 making the fore part after stitching ; therefore
there must be enough left to clear the sewing
stitch, to receivethe stitching stitch, and to make

the fore part. ]
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- Now. you have rounded the sole, take'the thin.

end of the long stick, or thin bone, and force

down the welt to the sole from the upper, all -

round the fore part, as smooth as you can ; then,
witha thin bone, or iron, work out the welt from
the upper towards the edge as much as you can;
that no loose welt may’ remain’ between the
stitching stitch and the upper leather.~Then

pare off the spare welt that is beyond the sale,

and with the end of a thin bone, or iron, press
the welt to the sole all round the fore part, at
that distance from the upper leather as to clear
the sewing stitch, thatit may make a groove kind
of an Jmprcasmn on the welt where you 1ntcnd
to stitch,
- Before you begin to stitch, put on the piecé:
sole, as it will prevent.the split-lift to move
from its place; but in putting it on, let there be
a little paste put between, and let it lap over the
end of the sole, for it is much better than {o let
them meet plumb.‘. “Tn the latter case it is liable
to shrink and leave a vacancy between, to the
injury of the shoe, and unsightliness of " the
work. -'

The stitching thread must be in bigness pro.

1

full than too small,
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portionable to the work; but it is better to be

Letter and wear firmer than when too small.—

Let it be but slightly twisted, that the stitch may

lie flat on the welt, though the work is always
better for the thread being well twisted, if it has

been well waxed before; but if there are a great
number of stitches put in the welt, this makes’
up for the want of hard twisting—Make two:
threads of about a fathom and a halflong, which
will answer for 2 middle-sized shoe.

Always make use of a square, or what is com~
monly called French awl blade, flatter in the depth:
than in the w1dth

Let the fitst hole be made thmugh ‘the split=
Jift and sole at the end of the welt, that the first
stitch may come over the welt—In- stitching,

“mind that the thread in hand on the welt side is

nearer to you than that which goes on the welt,
that you may always have the stitch fair and
regular, :

The number of stitches to an inch on the welt"
depends on, the substance of thé shoe: in a
middling shoe, about twelve stitches to an inch

will be sufficient ; and more or less as-the shoe

for the work will look -
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is light or heavy: oo many will tear the work, -

and the contrary will not hold it together.—Wax
the threads as often as you sce they require, that
they may be kept nearly in the same state as
they were when you began with them/—Cut 'the
c‘h'anm'] in the sole inwards, by beginning on the
right side, when the sole is up, and the toe
towards you, and as near the edge as the proove
on the welt is from the edge*.  After you have
stitched, close up the. channel, and with the

hammer lay the sole smooth, and scour it out,

and slick it well with the long stick ; then with
a piece of sole leather, thinned to the edre, run
it behind the stitch and the upper, which will
lay the stitch smoaoth.—Then take the thin bone,
or iron, and run il along the welt on the outside
of the stitch, to rise the stirch up smooth and
regular,  Then with the point of the knife take
off the welt from the stitch at a certain distance
from the stitch ; that is, for a stout shoe at the
distance of full the height of the’ stitch; of a
middling, not quite so high as the stitch ; and

* In stitching, mind to clear the sewing stitch, that the
awl dues not enter into any part of the sewing.
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for alight shoe, nearly close to the stitch®, Then
pare the sole 2nd welt round the fore part plumb
or square to the edge of the welt, and with the
rasp lay smooth the paring of the kuife, and with
a bit of glass lay smooth the roughness of the
rasp. Then lay a litile soft paste vver the stitches
round the fore part, and with an iron jigger sct
the welt and stitches.  You should have by you
three kinds of jiggers, full, middling, and light.
—DBut in setling the welt with gum water, be
careful that the iron is not above blood heat ;
for, if it should, and that it should bear on the
upper leather, it will certainly burn the leather,
for no upper leather can bear heat above blood

~ heat,. without being scorched.

Likewise, he careful that that part of the iron
which is between the stitch and the npper leather.
does not bear on the upper lcather; for, if it
should, the friction of the iron against the upper.

* How ridiculous it is to see a strong labouring man’s
shoe with a welt light enough for a dress shoe!l and in
such case, the stitches will be out in rags at the edge of
the welt hefore ‘the sole is half worn out, The welt in
front of the stitch should be full or close as the shoe is

stout or light.
: c5
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leather will cause it to tear as if it had been cut
with an edge tool.—Now afler you have set the
slitches, take.the shoulder stick or iron, and set
the fore part all round so hard, that the'impres-
sion may be visible at the edge of the sole, with-
out any future false means; but previously let
the edge of the sole and welt be damped with a
little thin gum water or paste; and if it should
get dry, moisten it with your tongue now and
then. ;
The next part is to make the

Heel,

In the first place, let the heel stuff be perfectly
dry and well hammered, so that the lifts, &c. may
be hard anddry. Level the sole and p:ece-soie,
and rasp them ; put alittle paste on the part where
the split-lift is to be placed. Fix the split-lift
with a few tacks ; pare it round the heel close to
the sole: then in room of the tacks putin as
many pegs, and with the hammer lay it smooth,
and level it with the knife, and rasp the grain
off, and put some paste over the split-lift and
sole, and fixon the lift, and proceed in the same
manner as you did with the split-lift, - &c.
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The common height of the heels of men’s shoes
now, is only a top piece above a split-lift : but
whether the lifts be more or less, you must be
careful that the heel is quite level before the
top picee is put on, that no part of the top piece
in substance is pared off. ~ After you have pro-
ceeded with the lifts as above directed, fix the
top piece on with two or three tacks, and with
the hammer settle it smaoth,—pare it round to -
the size and form you intend the heel should be ;-
but be carcful that the heel is not made too nar--
row for the width of the shoe. Cut the channel
as near to the edge of the top piece, as you think.
the point of the hecl awl will come out at with:
case. g ' " ! '

Then hole the heel all round, with, the awl:
resting on every link stitch of the rand, except’
the first and last, which must be before and:
after the stitch. . In holing, the lifts will be-
moved out of their place, therefore you must:
scttle them down with - the hammer before you

begin to sew.
The heel thread must befull, well waxed, and '

~well twisted. -In sewing, be carcful that in:

drawing the link stitch. close-you do not tear the. -
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quarters. When the heel is sewed, close the
channel, and settle the heel well down, and with
the thin end of the long stick, or bone, rub
down smooth the stitches of the rand. _
Then pare off about a third of the lower side
of the seat lift, and with the corner of the ham-
mer turn up the scat lift over the stitch ; pare
the upper part of the seat lift as near the stitch
as you can, so as to leave enough to cover the
stitch ; then put a little paste between the seat lift
and the stitch, and with the hammer lay the seat
lift close to the quarters of the shoe; then put
some paste on il, and with the back file, file it
hard on the stitch and close to the quarters ; but
be careful that the back file does not fret the
quarters, Pare the seat lift and sole, at the side,
as close to the quarters as you intend the width
of the rand to be; and that must be wide,
middling, or close, as the work is" strong,

middling, or light ; then with the rand bone, or -

iron, set the rand with a little paste under the

setter. Then pare the top piece to the size and

form ‘you intend it tobe; but that you should

~always do before the heel is sewed, -for now you -

are conlined to the channel,
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Now, as you have got the top piece formed,
and the rand set, let the heel he pared plamb or
square to answer the rand and top piece, and
with the rasp take off the roughness of the pare-
ing, and with a piece of glass smooth that of the
rasp; then put a little paste over the heel, and
with a scouring stone rub it well all round ; "and
when done, wipe the paste clean off the heel,
aud with a rubber slick it well.. If you have in
the work flattened the rand, set it again, but not
with paste, but with a liltle gom water.

In the next place, take the tacks ont of the
top piece ; but previous to the paring of the heel,
you should have put four or five pegs in front of
the hecl, and 6l the holes with pegs, and with
the hammer lay the top piece even,—scour it
out with a little paste, after you have rasped and
scraped it smooth, and slick the edges of the top
piece smooth. ' ' '

Then, with a pointed knife cut. the front of .
the top piece of a curve form, but hardly dif-
fering the eighth of 'an inch from that of 2
straight line ; likewise cut the lifts in a perpen-
dicular line with the front of the top picce; but .
be careful that the knife does not enter the sole,~~
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Now with the end of the long stick slick the
front of the heel, and the .adjoining sole, and
cut down plamb or square the corners of the
heel ; but always mind that they do come for-
ward ou the sole about an eighth of an inch be-
yond the welt ;—the shoe will not only appear
better, but will be firmer.

Now clean the shoe well from all dirt, and
slick the bottom well, even if it is to be buffed
afler; prick the stitches of the fore part, and set
them, and likewise the rand. Then colour the
heel and fore part, and when dry, rub. them
hard with a piece of flannel, and slick them well,
and with a black ball, ball the heel and fore part
well ; then with a thumb leather spread it even,
and with a warm stone rubber set the ball o the
heel, and with a warm iron set the rand and fore
part, But observe, the balling part may be left
till the shoe i1s taken off the last, which is
generally done by many, when they have light
work, to prevent malling the stitch and the ball
in taking the shoe off the last.  When the shoe
is taken off the last, bruise the points of the pegs
inside of the heel; and with the crooked knife

cut them offy and clean out the seat of the heel,.
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and with the end of the long stick lay down the
feather of the inner sole to the welt and rand;
then rub down the roughness on the inside of the
inner sole, and let the upper leather be smooth
and even over the welt and rand; and with a
damp spunge and a littlc soft paste lay the grain
of the upper leather smooth, if it be wax leather,

So far, with respect to you, the shoe is done.

Before T quit this article, T advise you, always
before you begin the heel, to have all the lifts
that are to be in the heel to be quite dry, and
hammered the second time; and that every lif
be well settled, levelled, rasped, and pasted, be-
fore the next |= pul on: otherwise you will have
but a spungy’ heel, which are too common in
these days, since pegging the heels is out of use;
but, by following the above directions, the heel
will stand the wear and the shop.

_ To make « Man’s Pump.,
Let the stuff be fitted like that of the shoe,
only that the soles must be moulded with the
grain side to the last,—Here you are to begin

‘with the sole, and not with.the inner sole as in

the shoe,
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With a tack, fix the sole to the waist of the
last, with the grain of the sole inwards; then
with the back of the knife mark the sole across,
where the length of the heel is to be, and-let the
kuife enter the sole on cach side to the side of
the last, which will divide the heel part from the
fore part,

Pare the sole round the fore part close to the
last, and to the form you intend it is to be, if
it be to deviate from the shape of the last; and
then with a picce of thin horn between the knife
and the last, parc the sole plumb to the last.—
Then with a shoulder stick mark off on the sole,
a space that will be equal to the thickness of the
upper leather and lining, with about an eighth
of an iuch for paring, and for the upper to lic
free and easy at the edge of the sole: and from
the mark, skive off to the edge of the sole as
much as will reduce it to the substance the edge
is required. Likewise, as a regular guide for the
aw! in taking the hold on the sole, mark off on
the sole within the first a space full equal to the
cubstance of the upper leather and lining : and
if the sole permit it for substance, cut a very

shallow channel, and hole the sole round the.
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fore part between the two marks ; but he careful
to let the hold on the sole side be very little’
wider than the substance of the upper leather
and lining, for the same reason as given in the
dircction for the innersole; which look to,
Now, fix the upper-leather on the Jast with the
lining-side outward, and last the upper-leather
the same 4s in the direction given for the shoe;
only you mast nol put in the whole of the
fittings as in that of the shoe; but must leave
out an instab-leatlier equal to the difference be-
tween the substance of the inner-sole and sole,
otherwise the pump will be too wide ; therefore
a block last is not very convenicnt for to make a
pump on. Leat the thread be made in propor-
tion to the work, in bigness, but rather full than
otherwise : and in sewing, let there be half cast
on 'the upper-leather side; and let the stitch be

drawn-in tight with the hand-leather, unless
the pump be very light ; for when the thread is

round the band-leather, and the fingers resting
on the side of the knee, you have greater power

lo draw-in the thread with the awl-hand ; for,

according to the law of mechanics, action and

reaction are equal : therefore, even in light work
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it should be made use of, not only that the work
is firmer, but the seams will be closer, and the

work will appear better,
When the pump is sewed, lay the-stitches

smooth, and pare off the spare upper-leather and-

lining even with the sole, and rub it down
smooth. ' I

Then take the last out, and turn the pump,
put the Jast in againand rise up the quarters, let
the whole fitting be put in, and with the ham-
mer work out the sole in alf directions, and ham-
nier it down ‘even; then scour it out well, and
run a thin bone between the edge of the sole and
the upper-leather, and with the same bone, or a
picce of flat iron, resting flat on~the iipper-
leather, close to the edge of the sole, and ham-
mer it, or press the upper-leather with it close

last,

Now take out the last, and put the inner sole
on it, and round the seat of the inner-sole the
same as that of the man’s stioe ; which see. The

fore part must be rounded just as you think

that it will cover the sewing stitch of the sole,
for wider than that it will press too much against

to the last, and then slick the sole well to the -
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the upper-leather, and will cause it to project or
bulge out too much beyond the edge of the
sole ;. but still it must be as wide, so as to cover
the scam of the sole. Then skive off a feather
from the edse of the inner-sole, of the same
breadth with that of the width of the sewing
scam of the sole, so that the whole substance
of the inner-sole may fill up the vacant space
on the sole between the seam on each side. Put
asmall peg in the inner sole at the toe, and with
the point of the knifc make a short slit from the
peg inward quite through the sole, that the Jast
may slip out with ease when the pump is
made. T

Now take gut the tacks, and pasle the fore
partof the inner sole, and put the last and inner
soleinto the fore part of the pump, and be careful
that the inner sole is even, and that it covers
the sewing seam of the sole regularly on cach side ;
then sccure it there by a tack put through the
sole at the waist, and get up the quarters, and
let them come up so high as that the lower part
may be so much below the holed part of the
scat of the inner sole, as what is sewed off them
m the fore part: if higher, it will cause the
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quarters to sit loose at the side, when the last is
out, ;

Now put the whole of the fittings in, and put
the straps together, but do not strain them, and
put a tack in at the leel seam to secure the
quarters in their place, With the hammer Jay
the sole smooth and even, and slick it down
well to the inner sole. Then make the ‘heel as
directed in that of the shoe.. When the heel is
finishedy take the thin bone and run it gently
round the fore part to force the sole from the
upper leather, and pare the edge of the sole a
little sloping towards the sole; but if it be a very
light or thin edge, let it incline towards the up-
per leather,. Be careful not to pare the sole
under the sewing stitch of the fore part, but let
it be a trifle beyond the stitch, for you will make
a hetter edge, and the pump will wear longer.—
Then take the paring horn and put it between
the knife and the upper leather, and pare off the
ragged or fleshy part of the sole.

Now slick the edge of the sole down to the’

upper leather, on the sole side; and put a litle
paste on the edge, and then with a suitable pump
stick set the edge well to the upper leather; so
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that the print’ of the stick may be visible on the
cdge of the sole, and pressed close to the upper
leather; then wipe the paste clean off, and slick
the edge dry; but if you should feel the stick
adhere or stick to the edge of the sole, damp it
with your tongue, When you have done with
the edge, let the sole be slicked or buffed as
custom or order shall direct; and the heel be
finished as in that of the shoe.—When the last
1s out, clean the seat of the pegs; let the inner
sole be made smooth in the fore part, and the
upper leather laid close to the edge.

r.'l Channel Pump.,

The stuff isto be fitted as in that of the shoe.
The innersole is to be laid to the Jast, and the seat
of the heel rounded and holed as that of the shoe
or pump.—The inuer sole at the fore part is to
be pared plumb tn the edge of the last; and if-
it be stout enough, let it be taken off the last,
and with the point of the knife slit the edge, near
the grain side, round the fore part, in depth,
full equal to the width of the sewing stitch, that,
when the channel is sewed, it may cover the
stitch : therefore it must be turned back when
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sewing.—DBut if the inner sole be too thin, you
must cover the stitch with a thin strip, orasock:
the latter is preferable to cither of the other two.
—Now lay the inner sole again on the last, and
last the upper leather, like that of the .s‘hoe ; but
the upper leather must be allowed wider than
that of the shoe, that the tacks may be more
within on the inner sole. .

After the channel islasted, and the upper
leather laid smooth on the inner sole, as well as
the upper leather side, so that the cdge of thelast
may be discernible, then brace the upper leather
to the inner sole, close and firm, all rc;_:11d_the fore

1

part.

that is between the upper leather, with some
skivings to make it level, and proceed \fvith the
heel part as directed in the shoe. DBefore you
put on the sole, put some paste between, and

then let the sole be well settled, and round it
nearly to the edge of thelast; then goon with

the heel to that of paring, before )’ou procecd

with the fore part.
When you have done so much to the hce]

cut a channel in the sole round the fore part,

“Then fill up the vacant space ‘of the inner sole,
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about the same distance from the edge of the Tast
as that of the sewing stitch of a pump ; and the
channel must be of such width as to have a skiy-
ing ofl'of the grain of the sole, equal to the width
of the stitch: in this case, the thread will be
rather f{ull, '

Then, with a straight flat awl, hole the sole
tllrough and inner sole to the last, in the channel
round the fore part.—Now take the last out,
and make a full thread;let it be well waxed, but
not s0 bard twisted as in that of the shoe.  You
st have two threads, one from the heel to the
toe, and the -other from the toe (o the heel.—
After you ham: sewed the channel pump round,
put the last in again and fittlnga, and lay the sole
-even, and scour out the sole, and slick it Wellim.
Then pare the sole to the edge of the last, like
that of the pump, and pare it sloping from the
stitch to the edge of the sole, so that the edge
may be what thickness you please, and slick the
stitch, the sloping, and the square edges well ;
prick the stitches, and buff the bottom.—Now
finish the heel as directed in that of the shoe.

A double channel pump is only to add a second
row of stitching within the first,
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Channels are, T believe, entirely out of wear,
or nearly so, They are very stiff heavy wear, and
it is very likely that they never will be in gene-
ral use agaiu. '

A Man’s Boot,

The fore part of a boot is to be made the same
as that of theshoe ; but for the heel part, instead
of rounding the inner sole, as that of the shoe,
you must pare it plumb without any feather, and
ncarly flush to the edge of the last; then hole
it rather below the half of the substance of the
inner sole, and the number of stitches to be full
as many as in the fore part. :

In lasting the boot, you must be particalar
that the heel-scam is even, and that the side
'scams are at the same distance from the toe ;
and that the boot drops or hangs free and easy.
'—In sewing, begin with the heel part, like that
of the shoe, and let the sewing thread be well
niade, and in full proportion to the work .—Afier
‘you have sewed, lay the stitches'smooth on the
raud side, and pare off the loose leather above
the stitch ; but mind to leave as much as you
intend the widih of the rand is to be, including

U
the width of the sewing stitch, and lef it be laid
down hard and smooth, that it may bear hard
agatnst the rand. Then turn over the rand, and
brace it down firm and hard. Sct the rand as
near as you can to the form the heel is to he,

That is, if the heel is to be square or sloping, -

the rand must be so likewise. Tor it would look
very awkward to sec the rand project beyond
the heel, or the heel beyond the rand ; therefore
the hecl and the rand should be level, that the
work may appear one solid picce. Though we
find some who call themselves good hands are
not very attentive to the above directions.

Now, after the sole is put on and the picece sole
joined, (which Eh_quld always be lapped over, for
the reason given in the directions for the shoe,)

pare them round the heel within a quarter of an_

inch to the rand, and on the sole side settle them
well down with the thin end of the hammer, and

ran round the rand the plain rand sctter, which

will pat it in order for stitching,

The size of the stitching thread must be jn
proportion to the work, and with very little
twist,  Likewise the awl is to be in proportion
to the thread, and flat like the stitching awl for

D
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the fore part ; but mare crooked.—In stitching,
be carcful that the awl does not cat nor tear the
sewing stitches. The number of stitches to be
put in the rand, depends on the nature of the
work, whether light or stout.—Too many stitches
in the rand is of more harm than good: about
twelve stitches to aninch is sufficient for a boot
of a middling substance. "After you have stitched
"and laid the stitches down smooth on the sole
side, put on the lifts 5 but let them be quite dry,
as dirceted in the making of the shoe, otherwise
you will not have a firm beelj and after you
have pared them close to the sole, ran a thin
bone between the rand and the sole befure you
begin to hole the heel ; and in theactof holing,
be careful not to bruise the rand, for the heel is
to be sewed down to the sole.  Three or four
lifts are enough to sew together at one sewing,
and if the heel is to be higher, make a second
sewing from the upper lift you have already
sewed.—Afier you have done sewing the hecl
and-sertled it, put a little paste on the rand, and
scour the wax off the stitches with the rattle,
but don’t force the stitch too bare ; then pare
the sole sloping from the grain to the flesh side,

NP
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and pean down the sloping part to bear on the
stitches of the rand.-~Now pare the sole that is
peaned to the stitch close to the stitch, and with
the point of the knife take it off the rand below
the stitch regularly all round the heel, without
touching the rand: or, if you should not find
your hand steady enough, you may run between
the knife and the rand 2 thin horn, which will
prevent the knife from injuring the rand : mind,
in taking off the sole from the rand, that you
de not take any more than the width of the rand
15 to be, and that you arc to be governed by the
nature of the work and the width of your rand -
iron.—Now, put a little soft paste on the rand,
and with the/rand iron set the rand well, and
when done, wipe off the paste clean.—The rest
of the heel is to be made as directed in the shoe.
But always mind that the edge of the rand, next
the upper leather, and the - edge of the top picce
are level; that is, if you put a flat ruler on the.
heel, that it will touch equally every part of the
heel, from the upper edge of the rand to the edge
of the top picce.—When you have finished the
heel as directed in the shoe, prick the stitches of
the rand, and with a little gum water set the
b 2 '
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rand with a hot iron; but be careful that the
iron is not too hot, otherwise. it will burn the
work and the leather: nor let the guides of the
iron be too keen so as to cut, nor the back guide
be too long to rub too hard against the upper
leather.  After you have balled the heel, let the
iron be gently run over the rand. When the
boot is taken off the last, let the seat of the heel
be made smooih from all pegs and other rough-
ness ; likewise, the fore part to be the same.

Under this head I would wish to observe,

(though custom has prevailed for many ages,
~with very few exceptions, never to make a boot
without a stitched rand,) that a boot made with
agood firm blind rand will be found in general
to be hetter than a stitched one.—My reason is
drawn from observation and experience, for I
find a stitched rand very often braised and torn
by the boot-jack ; while the other stands the
boot-jack without any impression being hardly
made ou it—But the heel and rand ought to be
well made, ) ;

Cork Sole Boot or Shoe.

In making a cork boot or shoe, you must be
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careful that the cork is full as wide aud as long
as the last; then split the cork into two, as the
common thickness of the cork sold at the cork~
cutters is thick enough to split into two, for
what is commonly used in boots and shoes. _
After you have split the cork in two, round
them to the last, level them, and reduce them to
the substance they are required, and at the edge
let them be a little thinner than in the middle;
then round them to the real width they are to
be: they should be but very little within the last,
after allowing for, the covering sock.—Now, to
mould them to the last, let them be held to the
fire by an awl or a fork, till the action of the fire
causes them tg curve or bend to the mould of
thelast; and you will soon discern when enough.
Then round the inner sole as in any other hoot
or shoe, but mind that it be as wide as the cork.
Aficr you have rounded the inner sole, take it off
the last, and put on the last the covering sock
with the grain side to the last, (the covering sock
should be of basil or calf skin ; the shank of
wax calf-skin is the best ;) then the cork, and the
inner sole on the cork, and secure them to the
last, and be careful that they are all even and in
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their proper place. Then turn up the covering

sock over the edge -of the cork and inner sole,

that it may be sewed in with the-upper leather
and welt, :

Now, with the rest of the work you ‘must
proceed as in any other boot or shoe.

17 oman’s Wood-heel Pump, Calf, Spanish, or
any kind of Morocco Leather.

The stuff is to be fitted as directed in the
making of the man’s pump. Then you must
dip the heels in water, if very dry; but if green
you should putthem to dry. But it would be
better to dip the heels in sater, and then put
them to lie by while you are fitting the stuff
as the wood will cut the better.. Then with
your heel knife level the seat of theheel, and cut
it round the seat to the seat of the last, and a
trifle narrower; then, with: the crooked knife,
hollow the seat of the heel to fit the seat of the
last; but mind, that the seat.of the heel should
not bear on the seat of the last quite to the edge,
but within an eighth of an inch to the edge of
the Jast : the heel should be full one.cighth of an
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inch above the edge of the last, which will nearly
be the depth of the sewing seamj for you must
observe, if the seat of the heel is made to fit
the seat of the last close all round, that when you
have sewed in the raud, and put in the heel,
the edge of the heel must rest on the sewing
seam, which is about an eighth of an inch
high, and the middle part of the scat of the
heel will be hollow from the inner sole; which
will render the heel neither smoeth nor firm,
but liable to break at the sides in the wear, if
not in the work.

When you have done with the seat of the
lieel, cut the top piece so, that it may lie level
with the tread of the last at the joints ; that is,
when the sect of the last is put to rest onthe
hecl, and the heel and the last put torest on a
straight flat board 5 and if the whole of the top
piece and the tread of the last at the joints bear
in every part on the board, then the top piece
of the heel is cut to answer the tread of the last.
Then form the top piece to the size and form
vou intend it to be (but I would have you to let:
the top piece be more wide than long if it be a
peg heel; but if a court heel, otherwise), and.
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from the edge of the top picce that is to be, cut |

the heel down to the small, and from the small
to the edge of the seat; but mind not to cut the
heel too thin at the sides, for, if you do, they
will be liable to break. Likewise mind in cut-
ting the heel down in front, that you do not thin
the shanks too much, otherwise they will break.

In hollowing out the front of the heel with
your crooked knife, It it be so hollewed as to
leave an edge to the side of the shank from the
top piece to the end; but do not hollow the
middle of the front too much, that the heel inay
not be too weak, After you have done with
the knife, take your flat and half-round file, and
file the hecls smooth. Now, as you have got
the stuff and heels ready, 'you must proceed as
in that of the man’s pump; but mind to paste
the linen socks on the -inuner soles, and mould
them to the last, and put them to dryin the
sun’s rays, or hefore the fire, that they may be
perfectly dry before you use them., When you

have turned the pump and got it ready for se-

"“cond lasting, cover the sock with some clean
paper before you put the inner sole to the-last;
and after you have put the inner sole to the last,
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and pared it close all round, put the heel on the
inner sole at the seat of the last, and let it be
fixed there in its proper place, that is, about an
cighth of an inch under the last; and with the
noint of the knife mark the inner sole close to
the edge of the seat of the heel all round the
scat of the inner sole, and with the back of the
knife mark the inner sole across at the ends of
the shanks. Then take off the heel, and with
the point of the knife mark off within the first
mark - (if the inner sole be stout enough) the
width, cqual to the substance of the quarter,
lining, and heel rand; then feather the inner
sole from the first mark to the edge of it; .and
let the Fcatht.r be as wide as will keep the quar-
ter (when the! pump is off the last) flush with
the edge of the seat of the heel. Here the real
width cannot be ascertained, but must be left to
your judgement to direct according to the nalure
of the work, whether it be stout or light. Now
with a crooked sewing awl of a suitable size,
hole the inner sole all round the seat, from the

.nner mark to the first,

When you have done with the seat of the
imner sole, round the fore part at that distance
D5 '
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from the edge of the last, as, when it is put into

the fore part of the pump, 1hat it will fully co-
ver the sewing stitch, and skive it thin at the
edge round the fore part of about the width of
the sewing scam of the pump. The next thing
is to put the shank picce on the inner sole, and
the broad end must be put under a skive cuit on
the inner sole just under the rise of the last at
the joint, and a tack in the other end, at the
scat; but always mind to put some paste be-
tween the shank picce and the inner sole. Put
a small peg in the inner sole at the toe, and give
a short slit in the inner sole from the peg in-
ward, that the peg may come out with the last,
when it is to be taken out of the pump: then
put some paste on the fore part of the inner sole,
and put it with the last into the fore -part of the
pump, and be careful that it is even, that the last
is not more over one side than the other. - Put
a tack through the sole and inner sole into the
last in the waist or small, and take up the quar-
ters 3 secure them at the heel seam with a small
tack, and be careful not to sink them too much,
that you may sew off no more than what is
sewed off of the quarters in the fore part ; other-
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wise the quarters are liable to be too shallow,
which will disappoint the cutter as well as the
wearer, Now settle the sole, and put a cover
over the upper leather to keep it from dirt
or rubbing; unless it be common leather s
in that case there is no need of it.. Now put
the beel rand (previously damped with water)
round the heel, with the grain side to the hecl,
that you may not soil it with your fingers, if it
he any kind of morocco, and mould it close to:
the heel 5 then take it off the heel, and cut it
close to the mark that the seat of the heel has
made on the rand ; slit each side of it at the hol-
low part of the front; likewise cut off the'end.
of the rand that you are to sew first with, at the:
mark that the end of the shank of the heel has.
made. In sewing the rand, let the first and last
stitch come over the cands; and take only a
sufficicnt hold in the rand, that it may not tear:
out, and no more. When that you have sewed
the first side nearly to the heel seam, pare off
the loose leather that is above the stitch near to-
the stitch, and with the hammer of the pincers.
lay the seam down smooth; and from the hecl:
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seam out vearly to -the other:end  you must
pare it every (wo or three stitches.

After you have fastened the end of the threads
with a knot, or-a stitch in the insoles, let-the
rand be set smooth and even ; but before you
put the heel in, let it be lightly waxed or pasted.
If the former, which is the best for calf-leather
pumps, you may put-a little pasie over the wax,
at the hind part of the heel, that it may slip in
freely. When the heel is .in - the raad, mind
that it is even in the scal, and that it bears
equally on the edge of the rand; then fasten it
to the last with a tack through the front of the
-hecl.

‘Now let the pump be held fast on your knees
with the strap, by letiing the strap come up be-
tween your knees over the pump; then with
the -pincers pull up the heel rand over the top
piece, and put two or three tacks in the rand on
the top piece, and last the rand in front of the
‘'heel; but mind that the two first tacks are put
to strain the heel rand on each side of the small
of the heel. ey

After you have lasted the rand to-the bheel,

e

o e
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and if the rand be brown calf-skin, let it be cge
loured black, (and likewisc the upper lcather bes
inz black,) and scour it out with some paste.
Then set the seat of the rand, and slick the rand
well,  All this is if it be calf-leather: but if it
should be moroceo of any colour, you must be
careful to keep the rand clean and not soil the
colour 3 and if it should he kid, it should be
sewed in with a lining, as the kid is too weak
of itself, Now secure the heel firm with the
heel stay, and mind that the heel stay is long
enough to clear the quarters from the tacks ;
and if the heel'rand is of any kind of coloured
moroceo, &c,. put some paper between the heel
stay and the rand.  After you have secured the
heel firm with the heel stay, brace the;rand in
front of the heel, and as you proceed in bracing,
1zke out the tacks; bul that part of the rand
which:is on the t‘op piece you may pare off.

Then with the long stick slick- it smooth in
front, and with the half-round -file, file the
shanks both sides from the ends to the top piece
lightly at the sides, that you may have an edge
to the rand on each side. Now if there should
be any vacant space between the heel and the
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inner sole (which shounld not be, according to
the directions given for cutting the heel), fill it
up smooth with some skivings and some paste,

Then let the shank piece be laid np the heel
smooth with some paste; and if there should be
any vacant places at the ends of the shanks, let
them be filled up with some skivings and some
paste, that the whole may be smooth and even :
then cramp or fold in the sole full as much as
the hollow front of the heel requires, and secure
it with a tack in front of the heel between the
top piece and the small of the heel; then with
the cramping hammer lay the cramp in close
and smooth, and with the 1011g stick slick it in
well.  When done slicking of it, pare the sole
round each of the shanks close to the edge of
the rand, only leave as much epace as you think
will cover the stitching stitch, and thin the sole:
in front of the heel to the substance the work
requires the edge of the shank of the sole to be:

The roughness at the edge of the sole round
each shank is to be taken off by running a thin
horn between the knife and the rand, round each
- shank ; then take the tack out that is in front
of the heel, and put in a peg in its room, and
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with a knife level the sole even in front of the
keel, and slick it down well; then cut the
channel on the sole each side of the shank, at
that distance from the edge that the nature of
the work requires, and the width you intend the

. shank to be.

The top piece may be secured with one or
two tacks, as the width of the top piece re-
quires; but in rounding of it, let it float so as
to have the same regular sweep or curve as the
heel has from the small to the top piece, and
Jeave the same distance from the edge of the
top piece to the heel rand, as you bhave left to
the shank, so as to cover the stitching stitch,
Likewise rou,nd the top piece in front of the heel,
s0 as to have that gradual sweep of the hollow
of the front, and the corners with that of the
shanks, and the channel in the top piece must
be cut to answer those of the shanks.

The stitching thread must be in proportion to
the worl, whether it be made of flax, spinnel,
fc. and two threads must be made, one for each
shank ; that which stitches the first shank should
be long enough to stitch the top picce too. The
stitching aw] should be round, and nearly of the
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seme size, for the whole of the length-that i
used in the work, except at the very point, which
should be rather flat, ;

Let the stitches be regular, and as near the
edge as you can, with the proviso that the hold
is firm in the rand. The number of stitches de-
pends on the nature of the work and the size of
the thread, but the number to an inch is about
twenty 10 @ Morocco pump.

When you have done stitching, take the tack
from the front of the heel and the top piece, and
put pegs in their room ; then close the channel,
and with the cramping hammer lay the shanks
and top piece smooth and even, and slick them
down well.  With the thin end of the hammer
turn the edge of the top piece next the stitch
over the stitches. Tn the rounding up of the

sole at the shanks before stitching, it was di-
rected that it should not be left: wider than
would be necedful to caver the stitch j but if it
should be more after stitching, it is better to
pare it off just so as to cover the stitch, that you
may make the shank to a certainty. Then thin
the shank from (he channel to the edge of the
sole that covers the stitch 3 but let it be so gra-
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dual from the chanuel to the edge, that the
leather shank may be firm in the middle, and
only thin_at the edge: though the work should
be ever so light, and the shank appear ever so
thin, the shank should be left so firm in the
middle that the edge may rest firm on the stitch.

After you have pared both shanks to the sub-
stance you intend they should be, take the half-
raund file, and file lightly the shanks to take off
the roughness of the paring of the knife, and
scrape off the roughness of the file with a bit of
glass, Then dawnp the shanks, aund slick them
well with any kind of long stick; but if yon
wish the shanks to appear of a darker colour
than that of sjicked leather, make use of a long
stick made of red sanders wood, or let the wood
he rubbed with a little water on a stone, and it
will give a colouring for to stain the shanks
with before you slick them. But never be fond
of daubing the shanks with a quantity of red
earth of any kind; for it will look dirty, and
will deform the work.

When you have done slicking the shanks,
pare the top piece; and be careful that it does -
not float too(much over the heel, nor too little ;
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for in either case it will appear unsightly: it
should be pared in a line with the sweep of the
hecl from the small to the top picce, and like-
wise the front ; then there will be a proportion
between the whole of the work,:

Colour the edge of the top piece black, if the
upper be black, or any dark colour ; but if white,
or any light colour, let it be of the brown colour
‘of theleather, well slicked.

In slicking the edge of the top picce, mind
that the shoulder stick is of the same angle or
float with the top piece, that it may bear or
press cqually on every part of the cdge of the
top picce.

After you have slicked the top plece, take the
thin hern and run it round the two shanks and
top picce between the stitches and the edge, 0
rise the edge of the two shanks am.l top picce a
little from the stitch.

Then at the end of the shank on the left
hand side pot the horn between the stitch and
the edge of the shank, and with the point of the
knife pare off - from the edge of the shank as
much of it as does cover the stitch ; the knife
to be held sloping inward, that the outward
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edge of the shank may rest on' the back part of
the stitch without any space (o be observed be-
tween the stitch and the edge of the shank ; and
the same for the two shanks and the top piece.
Now take a piece of clean linen rag, and wrap
it tound the end of the thumb of yourright
hand, and damp that part that is inside of the
nail with thin gum water, and run it round the
At the
same time you may clean the stitch, if it should
be dirty, with the dry part -of the cloth that s
on the back part of the nail.

Then prick thie stitches, damp the shanks and
slick them down well, and the edge of the top

wlze of both shanks and the top piece.

- picce ; but be careful not to rub the stitches of

the shanks.: “In the next place level the sole in
front of the heel with the knife, file, and glass,
and slick it well, and the top piece. Now you
come to the fore part, which is to be managed
the same as directed in the making of the man’s
pump. Dut here, as well as there, you must be
careful not to pare the edge of the sole under the
sewing stitch, :
When you have done with the edge of the
fore part, slick and buff the sole as your fancy
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or the fashion of the time directs, Then take off
the heel stay, clean the rand and slick it, sct
the seat of the heel rand, and stamp the tack
holes. After the last is out of the pump, lay
- down the feather of the inner sole to the seat
of the heel, and the upper leather close and
smooth to the edge of the fore part of the sole;
rub down the tack holes, and strain the pump so
that the quarters may sit close and smooth, and
put it to hang on a nail to dry before you gum
the heel rand.—When you think the rand is
dry, gum it lightly over with the middle finger
of your right hand; don’t put too much on,
but do it over quickly.

Woman’s Wood-heel Pump,
Silk, Stuff, or any wove Upper.

The bottom stuff is to be fitted the same as in
the leather pump. The heels to be cut the same,
and the rounding of the sole. '

But in lasting the upper you must be roore
careful than in that of the leather; for, if you
do not have the lasting tacks on each side in a
direct line from the top of the quarters at the
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heel secam, and along -the side seam, with the
threads of the vamp to the lasting tack, as from
A to Boin ﬁg 1st, and so on as directed in the
man’s shoe, -you are not to expect to ha.ve the
upper smooth, :

The sewing thread must be made in propor-
tion to the work, and the bristles must be point-
ol ; otherwise you will not be able to get them
through the upper. :

Likewisc the thread should be kept the same
as directed in the leather work 5 though it does
act require so much wax.—When you have
sewed, cut off the spare lining and side lining
that are above the stitch; but mind not to cut

“ofl the spare upper that is above the stitch, but.

wax it down to the sole.—From this you are to
proceed as directed in the leather phmp, till you
come to the heel rand,

The heel rand has in general a linen lining ;
but to silk, thin white sheep-skin is best,

Damp the linen lining with your tongue
lowards the upper part of it, that it may close
to the small of the heel, and put the heel on
your left knee, with the hind part towards yous'

i
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then put the lining over it, and with the ﬁngérs
and thumb of both hands work it well round the
heel, and take the heel and' rand -up between
the fingers and thumb of your left hand, and
mark the rand round the edge of the seat with
some colouring, and'mark the middle behind at
the seat, and likewise at the small of the heel,
and at both sides, where the threads from the
small of the heel run down to the seat.

Now take the lining off the heel, and cut off
that end which you are to begin to sew with
close to the mark, which is the right side.

In'fastening the lining to the heel rand, some
make use of paste, and others of wax; and I
think that, for stuff, the wrong side of the rand
slightly waxed is best, and paste for every other
kind of wove rands. :

In laying the lining on the rand, some will
put a plait or fold at the top piece part of the
lining, for to strain the rand sufficiently close
round the small of the heel, when itis in; but
I would have you to lay the lining flat on the
rand, and strain it at the shank ends on each
side, that it may lie smooth on the rand..
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Then put them on the seat, and sit on them
while you are sccond lasting the pump, that they
may stick firm together, O

When sewing the heel rand, mind to sew in
the mark that is made on the lining, except
within two or three stitches of the mark that is
made in the direction of the threads that come
round the small of the heel,. on each side; let
the hold be there about a quarter of an inch be-
low the mark; and two or three stitches after
you have passed that mark, as well as before you
come to it ; and:the same on cach side.

This mode will answer better than a plait or

fold in the linlll;{g, as it will strain the heel rand

enough in th¢ small of the heel, and will be
quite free at the top piece; but in the mode of
the plait or fold, it will cause the hecl rand to
strain too much at the top piece, which will be
found very unpleasant in a middling or low heel,
And while sewing, you are not to pare any off
the stitch as in leather, but to lay the whole
down smooth with the hammer of the pincers
and if the heel be middling high, you may sew
to the heel seam before vou begin to hammer-
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the seam down ; bat in a low heel rand it must
be done sooner and ofiener,

After you  bave sewed the rand, and hefore
you put in the hecl, put in a thin leather slide
full as wide as the seat of the heel, for to cover
the spare rand, lining, and stitches, to prevent
any of them to rise up against the edge of the
seat of the becl when putting of it in.

If it be a stuff rand and waxed, put a little paste
lightly between the rand and lining, that they
may slip by cach other -with more ease, when
lasting the becl rand ; and before the heel is put
in, puta little paste over it.

Now put the heel in, and let the seat of the
heel caver the sewing stitches equally ull round
the seat of the pump. Then take out the slide,
~ and secure the heel in front with a tack; then
place the pump on your knees under the strap,
and draw up the lining over the top piece, and
see that it is smooth all over the heel, and then
the heel rand in the same manner,

Now you have the rand over the top piece,
last it in front of the heel ; but first let it be well
lasted in the small, as there is the principal part

- ?3
of the lasting in all kind of wove heel rands.
All the rest is the same as directed in the last
article, till you come to stitching.

Then for stuff and velvet you must make use:
of covered stitch ; that is, you must stitch with
one thread, and that thread when drawn in from
the sole side must come through the stuff or
velvet rand, but when drawn out at the sole side,
must go over the rand, and so al ternately through
the whole of the stitching.—But should the heel
rand be silk, jean, or nankeen, you may fair
stitch them the same as leather, and finish the
whole of the work the same as if it were lcather.

The over stitch work must be covered by

" the shanks apd top picce, and the form of the

shanks is to be the same as in stitch work,
without any alteration except that of covering
the stitch,

I suppose that the reason is evident for mak-
ing use of a covered stitch in stuff -and velvet:
heel rands, on inspection : for in the first you
can't rise a regular hold; and the threads are
liable to fret by the friction of the stuff; and in
the velvet the stitch will be buried in its plush,

E
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But in silk, jean, or nankeen, you may use
fair or covered stitch.

The rest of the work is to be finished the same
as directed in the last article, ’

Woman's Shoe, Leather, Silk, e,

The bottom stuff is to be fitted the same as
dirccted in the man’s shoe, except the hind part
of the sole, which must be partly thinned as
dirccted in the woman’s pump.

After you have fastened the inner sole to the
last and rounded it, let the feather of the fore
part of the inner sole be something wider than
the substance of the npper, lining, side lining,
and rand ; but not wider than what will keep the
upper down smooth on the edge of the rand,
when the last is out.

Unless the shoe is what is commonly called

a blind welt, then the feather must be sn'm}ar to .

that of a man’s shoe,

The heel part you must proceed with, the
same as directed in the pump.

After you have holed the inner sole, and

73

Jasted the shoe, prepare the rand, which should
be about half an inch wide, of middling sub-
stance and mellow leather ; but if you should .
find it rather stiff and bard, put it between your
knee and the edge of the knife, with the back
of the knife inclining towards you, and skive
off the grain of the rand,

By drawing the rand twice or thrice under the
knife in that position, it will become pliant
cnough.—You must sew the fore rand as direct-
ed in that of the boot rand, and proceed in a
similar manner till you have braced it,

Wkhen you have braced the rand, level the
inner sole tg the rand with some skivings with
some paste.—The heel part you are to proceed .
with as directed in the pump, according to the
kind of work 1t is of,

Now put on the sole, and round it so close to
the fore rand as to leave only enough to cover
the stitch 3 and cat the channel as in the man’s
shoe.~The stitching thread must be according
to the quality of the work, black or white, full -
or small ; but let it be what it may, the form
must be the same.~Unless the woik be very
hcaw, the threads are white made of flax, spin-

E2
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nel, &c, The awl must be ronnd ;- the number
of stitches is according to the nature of the
work and the fullness of the thread.—The hold
is to be near the middle of the rand ; but you
should prick the rand at the place where the
stitch is to be, before you take the hold.

After you have stitched, close the channel;
scour the sole out, and slick it well : then with
the thin end of the hammer turn the flesh edge
of the sole over the stitch.—Now pare the sole
square at the edge, and nearly close to the stiteh 5
and if the upper be black, colour the edge so
too; but if of any other colour, let the edge of
the sole remain the colour of the lcather.

With a little soft paste damp the edge of the
sole, and with a suitable shoulder stick slick the
edge well all round j then with the point of the
knife take the loose leather trom off the stitch,
as directed in the top piece of the pump.—Clean
the stitches and prick them; then damp the
edge of the sole with a little gum water, and with
the shoulder stick slick the edge well, all round;
and set the rand.

The heel part must be finished the same as

that of the pump, and the buffing or slicking of

‘ 17
the sole, as well as the inside part whea the
last is ot

Woman's Cork Shoe.

The cork is to be prepared the same as directed
in the man’s cork shoe ; only, instead of thinning
it at the edge, you must leave it nearly of the
same substance at the edge as it is in the middle,.
and square; but that part that is to be towarus\
the heel must be taken thinner,

After you'have fitted the cork, you must pro-
ceed the same as directed in‘the last article, only
the rand must be wider in' proportion to the
thickness of the: cork, :

When you have sewed the rand in, and pared
the spare leather off, that is above the stitch, &c.
fill the vacant space that is near the sewing
stitch with 'some skivings with wax, to level
the sewing seam with the middle of the inner
sule, and wax the inner sole and sewingseam
before you put the cork on.

While the wax is warm put the cork on, and
sce that it covers the sewing stitches regular all
round, and secure it to the last with tacks.—
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Before you turn the rand over the cork, sce that
it is even, and square, and waxed ; then wrn
the rand over the cork, and brace it ; and pro-
ceed in every other respect as in the last article.

Joman’s Cork Pump.'

The cork is to be prcpared the same as in the
shoe, only the edge of it must be taken down
thin, and no wider than the inner sole of the
pump.—When you have prepared the inner sole
for sccond lasting, wax the cork to the inner
sole, and turu the sock over, which must pre-
viously be left wide enoungh, and brace it firm
over the cork ; then wax it over before you put
it into the pump.
~ But mind, when lasting the pump, that you
make proper allowance for the cork, otherwisc
you will have the pump too narrow,

A Turnover Pump or Shoe.

The fore part of a tornover, whether it be a
pump or a shoe, is to be made the same as direct-
ed under those respective heads.—The inner sole
of the heel part must be pared-full to the edge of

s
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the last, and a feather left to it full as wide as

the substance of the quarter, lining, and rand.
When sewing the rand, let there be a thin
slip of leather or cloth sewed in between the rand
and the stitch, as it prevents the rand when
torned over from grinning. Afler you have sewed
the rand, pare the spare leather off that 1s above

‘the ¢titch, and lay the seam smooth; but if it

be any kind of wove stuff, you must not pare it
off, but lay it down smooth with the hammer
or pincers.

Now;, if it be a spring heel, you must put on
the split lift and lift before the sole, and pro-
ceed with it as directed in the man’s shoe~—
Some do’sew the lifts as in the man’s shoe, and
some secure them with pegs; the latter will
answer, if secured well.—Let the heel be of a
gradual slope from the hind part to the corners»
and there diminish next to nothing.

‘Before the rand is turacd over, put some paste -
between the rand and the heel, and last the rand
on the lift, and brace it down firm.

Then sct the seat of the rand, and bring the
sole over, and proceed in the same manner as
directed in the top picce of the woman’s pump.
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—Lut if the heel is to have a top picce instead
of a spring sole, the sole is to go on the sewing
stitch, -and the heel to he made square in front,
as well as at the sides, before the rand is broughit
ovar,

Homen’s plain Heel.

The woman’s plain heel, whether a pump or
a shoe, is to be done in the same manner as dj-
recied in making of the heel in the man’s shoe or
pumip,

e

THERE are some other articles in the trade,
that are now hardly worth mentioning, as they
are nearly, or quite out of wear; that is, the dif-
ferent kind of clogs. The cork bottom shoes
-and chumps have done away the use of them;
and certainly they answer the purpose much
better, to keep the feet dry, than clogs,

And as for chumps, whether cork, waod, or
leather, they are so nearly related to the fore-
going articles, that there is no variation between
the work, except the form; and a bare inspection
s suflicient to inform any one the least ac-
quainted with the trade. | |
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Beroxre I close this part of the work, T shall”
point out a few observations to the notice of the
young beginner, which may be of service to him
in his future experience.

And to render the work as concise ag possible,
I have avoided a repetition of . the same kind of
work whereit occurs ; but I have given references
to the foregoing articles where the like has been
treated of. A repetition of the same subject in
every succeeding article would. only swell the
volume, without baving that desired effect of
fixing the attention more earnestly.

Be always very attentive to the orders you:
have reccived from the shop you work: for, re--
lative to the work ; for it is of the greatest im=
port in the trade to be punctual, both with re.-
spect to time and the directions.

It is very well known, that a regular sober-
hand, that pays attention. to the orders given, s
of much greater value to the employer, than the-
very first-rate workman who is otherwise..

The former, if a smooth decent workman, .
will be sure of a constant and regular cmploy,

ES
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because he is infinitely of more service to the
master ;md customer, than the latter, who is
thought nothing of, as he disappoints the cus-
tomer, and injures the employer, :
.To the above I would have the young be-
ginner pay much attention. : )
The next thing I would advise the young
iearne‘r is,tobe careful to see that the whole of thz
stuff is put into the work that he receives from
the shop, and that to the best advantage. A
‘wanton or a wilful neglect in this ca:e is a
sha:_m‘.ful violation of the principles of honesty ;
for it is an irreparable injury to the wearer ant;
empleyer.—To be so disappointed, think how
you would like it. ' ‘
Let whatever misunderstanding take place be-
tween you and your employer, do not slight the
-wurk on any consideration; for, while you are a
journcyman, vou should always keep it in mind
as your dearest intcrest, that the work is your
best credit under all circumstances.. Not only
.should you adhere to it as the best of policy, but
it _Shou]d be engraven on your mind as a fixed
principle. - 5 !
- .One great evil T would wish the young be-
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gioner to avoid;; and that is drinking, which he
is liable to from the tendency, in these days,
of journeymen collecting together into large
meetings or clubs. Many a youth is led thought-

lessly at first into a state of ebricty, and by fre«

quent habits confirmed into a real disorder.

Tt is well known that those journcymen of
various trades, who have been most in the habit
of forming themselves into societies, arc more
besotted than others.

But some of the trade will say, that if they did
not do so they would not be able to raise their
WHELS, nor preserve the present. These are
plausible arguments in favour of such meetings;
but I think that more legal ones can be found, that
will answer the end without theseevils or expense.

In the first place, T will grant, that according
as the times do advance the nccessary articles of
life, your wages should keep pace with them,
nd to be on an cquality with journeymien of
other mechanical and handicraft trades,  And
not only being a very uscful body of men in
socicty, there are none that earn their wages with
more attention and Jabour, than those of the
shoe trade. Their work is piece-work, and must
be done 2s near to orders as possible; or else
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they know the consequence. Therefore there is
no skulking for two or three hours in the day,
and to expect the same wages at night.—No: no
work no pay,

- But in the next place, instead of pursumn‘ the

mode of some Jnulncymen of other trades, I
would have you to adopt a more legal, simple,
and less expensive one; and that is, when you
find yoursclves aggrieved, to appeal to the jus-
tices at the quarter sessions, and there lay the
case before them and the court.

The decision of the court will not only be a
rule for the trade, but it will convince the public
of the necessity of such an advance,

And if you will look into Burn’s Justice, under
the article Wages you will find the legal process,

The last thing in this place, for some of the
above reasons, I would advise the young tyro never
10 be fond of going to work into crowded rooms,
where there are moi¢ than two or three at work,
including yourself: besides the liability of one
out of many enticing others to immoral practices,
the breathing all day the confined breath of so
many is exceedingly injurious to your health.
Therefore, if you possibly can, avoid being more
than two.
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THE SECOND PART.

The Art of cutting Boots and Shoes.

e

]?mgvmus to my entering on this subject, I
take it for granted that the young pupil is in
possession of every necessary implement for the
work, and. that he has acquired afree and an
casy use of the half-round knife ; but if not, I
would have him without delay obtain it, for,
without it, it is impossible to cut with ease,
frecdom and dispatch,

In the first place we will begin with the
cutting of :

DMen's Shoes,

But hefore you begin to cut, you should learn
to take the size of the fcot, and the orders rcla-
tive to the shoe; therefore take the size stick,
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and let the person's foot lie flat on it, with the
fixed upright close to the person’s heel, and the
sliding upright close to the longest toe, and that
is in general the great toe; then you have the
real length of the foot.—Now, to put the length
of the foot down in the order book, you inay
put the bare length, without any allowance, as
some doj or cnter it down with the requisite
allowance the last is to be of : the latter I would
have the young learner to adopt; as it will do
away any further thought, when you are to look
for a last to cut the shoes out,

In the next place, with a graduated piece of

parchment, taken from the sizes on the size
slick, or graduated in any wayso asto be a
fixed rule, take the width of the foot over the
instab, and over the joints of the toes, and set
themn down in the order book.

Then take thelength and depth of the quarter,
the width of the sole at the joints, and the form
of the toe, the quality of the leather, whether
it be wax or grain calf-skin, seal or Spanish light,
middling or stout, all of which enter in the order

book.
In bespoke work there may be many more
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trivial orders given, which depends on the cus-
tomer’s opinion and fancy. -

I mentioned above, that you must make such
allowances in the length of the last above that of
the foot, which of course [ should explain.—Ifyon
ever worked on the seat, you must have observed,
after a shoe was taken off the last, and left to
dry a day or more, that it was not possible with-
out violent cfforts to force the same last into the
same shoe again, '

Because leather is of an elastic nature, and it
is strained on the last in the making of (he
shoe, as soon as the last is out, it endeavours to
regain its former position ; therefore the shoe
will get smaller: and independent of that, no
person would be able to bear a shoe so Ught as
the shoe is on the last.

Therefore, experience has taught the trade to'
make certain allowances according to the form
of the toe.—Hence, for sharp toes, three  or
more sizes 3 for round toes, from a size and a
half to two sizes: but if the toe of the last is
very full, and rather mlck from half a size to
a size,
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These allowances are for a middling sizé foot ;
but if the foot is slender, you may -not allow
quite so much; and if fuller, you must allow
something more.~To write the whole of the
order in words, would take too much room and
time, besides being prolix to look over, To ab-
.breviate thesc inconveniences, I shall give for
an example the following formula :—

Mr. Timothy Trusty, No, Piccadilly,

74, W, G, 8, or Span. Shoces
or Ps. Or. 61. D. 2§, S, or R. toe. Bot, 8. light or
stout. R, and L.

The above in words.—Mr, Timothy Trusty,
No.  Piccadilly, Foot seven sizes in length,
four sizes over the instab, three over the joints
of the toes, wax or grain calf leather, seal or

Spanish leather, Quarter six inches and a half .

long, two inches and a’quarter-deep, sharp or
round toe, bottom of the last at the joints three
inches wide, light or stout, right and left lasts.
A bare inspection. of the two is sufficient to
give a decided preference to the first...
Likewise you must pay attention whether the
person has a thin or full heel, a projecting or &
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Jented heel behind, and whether a flat or a hol-
Jow tread to the foot: these things you must
observe, that the last lﬁay be similar,

Tn choosing a last for the customer, endeavour -
to recollect the person’s foot, that the last may
be as near alikeas you possibly can, and you are
lo pay every attention lo the customer’s orders 3
but though I would have you to be regardful
in every respect to the orders of the customer, do
not forget the shoemaker 3 that is, don’t let him

lead you from the trade, which bas often been

done to the disappoiniment of both.

If the last should be a block last, and with it
boots have barén made to fit the person very well,
yoware not té trust to it on that account (o make
shoes on it for the same ; because they \}rill be
too narrow, '

n aboot, the vamp is in one piece from the
ancle to the toe; therefore it will give way to
the foot with more case and freedom than the
shoe ; because the side seams in the shoe will
not give way, but will girt the foot too tight if
made off the same last.

Thercfore, as the side seams will not give way
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for the foot as the vamp of the boot, you mnust
makc use of a middling instab leather on the Jast
to obviate that defeet, I mention this circum.
stance, that you may not take it for granted, as
the last served in one instance, that it must do in
the other ; but that you may be on your guard,
to pay attention to the directions taken,

Heuce it is evident, that the foot of the boot,
to fit close abouit the instab, miay be a full size
less than the real measure of the person’s foot,

Another thing I would wish the young learner
to pay altention to, is, that the spring of the last
1s full equal to that of the foot.

You must have observed, when taking the
length of the foot, that from the first joint
of the great toe to the end of the same, that that
part of the foot gradually inclines above the fat
or level of the size stick, and that the toc bears
in general against the sliding upright from an
inch to an inch and a half above the fat or
graduated part of the side stick.

Therefore the last should be full as much of
the same spring ; otherwise there will be more
upper leather from the top of the heel seam to
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the toe, than the length of the foot in the same
direction, and conscquently the quarters are very
liable to sit loose. ,

Now, after you have chosen a last to answer

the purpose, you must prepare the patterns®,
before you can attempt to cat the lcather.—l‘act
the patterns be of middling stiff paper, which
is gencrally uscd, "as being casier formed and
altered.
- In the first place, cut the quarter to the length
and depth, and the upper part to the form re-
quired, as some require it high behind and low
at the side, as sailors usually do ; others rather
straight froni.l'the heel scam to the tie; am.] some
high at the side and low behind ; but a projecting
heel must have the quarter rather high behind,
otherwise it will be inconvenient to keep the
shoe on the foot.—These things you must be
altentive to, when the orders are given.

The general mode of the form of the quarter
at the upper part is rather straight, and the rzlrap
at the tie about half-an inch wide. The form

%1 would not have you to hauker after old pa.tlc‘rns
from this orthat shop; but to form in your own mind
such patterns as circumstances may require.
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of the quarter at the side seam yon must leave

il you have fitted the vamp pattern (o the last,

which you must leave so much fuller than the Jast

as you think will be taken up in the sewing, and"

that is about three-cighths of an inch te half an
inch. Or, as much as you think is needful from
the edge of the last to cover the feather of
the inner sole, and to come under the sewing
stitch, '

Then fix the quarter pattern on that of the
vamp, and lay the last on them, and sce that
the heel scam part of the quarter is regular with
the middle of the heel past of the Jast ; which-
should have been cut in the first place to answer
the heel seam part of the last, for the last is
fuller at the low part than at the top of the heel
seam, to answer that of the man’s heel : there-
fore the heel seam part of the pattern ought to
be cut sloping, to correspond with the heel part
of the last. Now 'that you have the heel part
of the quarter and last to answer, look to the
vamp at the toe, and lct the middle of the vamp
come full over the middle of the toe of the lust;
for so much as the middle of the vamp is above
the middle of the last at the toe, so much will

A P,
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the upper part of the upper leather be shorter
than the last in the same direction : therefore it
15 sufficient for the middle of the vamp tobea
trifle above the middle of the last at the toe, to
give a proper strain to the quarters and vamp.:
likewise, leave the vamp so much longer than
the last, as was observed before, that it was to
be wider. % i
Now take the last from off the patterns, and
let them remain in the same position with 2
weight on them ; and before you cut the form
of the quarter at the end of the side seam,
whether it be as that in fig. 1st, 2d, or 3d, the
distance frogn A to C, and from C to D jointly,
must be equal to balf the width of the heel,
taken to the rising part on the back of the foot §
otherwisc, the person for whom the shoesare made
will not be able 1o get the quarters up at heel,
Thercfore, in a very short quarter, you must
mind that the length from the heel seam 1o the
stabbing at the side seam, and from thence to the
middle of the vamp under the tie or strap, be
equal to half the length of the hecl, as above
described.  Hence, unless there be hicel room,
the shoe wili not get en the foot,
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Trom the above it is evident, that if the
quarter be short, the side seam:must be low in
proportion, thal the length from the end of the
heel scam to the stabbing at the si(lc‘s:':am, and
from thence to the middle of the vamp under the
tie, may be equal to half the length of the hecl
as above: so the distances.on both sides are equal
to the whole length of the heel.

But if the quarter be long, that is, seven
inches or more, then it is beyond the length of
most men’s heels ; the above rule is of no con-
sequence in this case, for here you are to let the
side scam be as high as the decent appearance
of the shoe will admit-that the stabbing at the
end of the side seam may clear the joints of the
foot, which you can in the form of fig. 1st
and 3d; but in the form of that in fig. 2d you
cannot avoid it so well,

Now, after you have taken the dimensions as
above directed, mark the height of the side seam
with the point of an awl, aund cut it to one of
the above forms, and let there be a sufficient
length of the vamp come within the tie: but
that depends much on the fancy of the customer,
as some will only have. it barely within the tie,
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and others will have it half an inch or more:
so in this case you must be guided by the cus=
tumer.

In all of the above three forms let the side
seam be cut sloping inward towards the heel,
not only, if the quarter be long, to avoid the
scam from pressing on the joints, but it will give:
the shoe a frec and an easy appearance, and will
be much stronger, as the strain is not so greal in
an oblique as in a direct position, (and by
Mechanics, it is, As the Sine of the Obliquity,:
is to Radivs.)

‘In like manner you must proceed with the
patterns for gvery customer ; and for general use,
you may cut patterns to every size last, and to
cvery length and depth quarter, and to narrow,
middling and wide vamps, such as you may think
angd find in your daily practice, that will become-
in constant service.

Now as you have the patterns ready, the next
thing is to trench by them the upper leathers:

. out of the skin.—But before I proceed, I would:

wish to draw vour attention to an observation or
two on straight and crooked lasts,
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Right and left lasts are made as near as pos-
sihle to the form of the feet, and the shoes made
on them will fit better than those that are made
en straight lasts.—The right and left shoes have
no loose leather at the inside of the feet when
they are on, which is unavoidable in the straight :
but there is one great disadvantage in the right
and left ; if the wearer do not tread even, the
shoes must wear much on one side, as there is
no remedy in changing ; to which some persons
are very partial,

Some people have the soles of their feet very
flat, and they find right and left shoes very un-
comfortable; therefore in this case a straight last
3s preferable.—Likewise persons whose fect have
been tortured with the gout, rheumatism, or
violent corns ; for all of them give the preference
to a straight last.

To obviate as much as-possible the uncven
trcad of the wearer of -a right and left, let the
inside ball of the last at the joints be higher
than commmon, that the insida'joint of the faot
may be thrown to bear heavy on the inside tread
of the shoe. '

o7

Now we will proceed to that part which is

commonly called
? Treaic}aing. .

Here T would have the young tyro to be par-
ticular, at all times when trenching, to let the
length of the quarter and width of the vamp
be in the length of the skin; as you may ob-
serve In fig. 4. I have only marked out half of
a skin, as the other half is to be cut in the same
order ; for the two vamps must be cut to malch,
one from each side of the skin dircetly opposite
to the other, Othl.‘l wise they will be of unequal
substance and texture,

If there shiould be a defeet in the opposite
side of 1he skm, that will prevent you from
having them out direct, let that on the defective
side be as near as possible, that the two vamps
may be similar in substance and appearance for
o wear alike.

The quarters are not of that import which the
vamps are, for they are not exposed to the wear
the vamps are; they may be taken out of the
shanks, as at m, n, and o, if the leather he of
proper substance and fineness.

The reason that 1 would have you cut the
skin in the manner above directed, is, that al}

F
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skins have the fibres running lengthwise from
the head to the tail and down the legs ; therefore
the strongest way of theskin is in thatof its length,

Indeed, a skin is not much unlike that of a
picce of cloth ; for the fibres of the skin of an
animal are like the warp threads in the loom,
which constitute the length and strength of a
picce of cloth ; for the woof (or the threads car-
ried along with the shuttle) is to bind and keep
the warp threads in the form the cloth is to be
of 5 and hence it does not constitute its real
streagth,

Therefore, as a skin is similar to that of a piece
of cloth, the strongest way is in the length, or
in the direction of the hair of the animal; but
of woolly animals, such as sheep, the skins are
not so regular, besides being very porous,

Now, to cut a skin to the best advantage, is
to cut one skin into quarters of one length, and
another to another length ; and likewise the
same for vamps. But as vamps caunot be cut
good and fine beyond the shoulders of the skin,
for the shoulders and. the necks are in general
too coarse, they should be cut into quarters,
boys’ shous or coarse men’s shoes, which.may
wear equally as tough as the fine part.
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Afier you have trenched the upper leathers
out of the skin, take a pair of pincers and stretch
_the quarters in the length, otherwise you will
not be sure of the length or depth of them; for
some kind of leather will stretch a great deal
more than others; and unless previously
stretched, the quarters, when the shoe is lasted,
may so stretch that one quarter may be a quarter
of an inch longer than the other, and conse-
quently shallower in proportien.

The vamps are to be strained in length, and
fold them in'the middle, the black side together.
Cut the vamps and qliartci's true and smooth to
the patterns. Let the vamp lining be cut out of
strained sheepskin, or yellow rone, and wide
enough to come on the vamp a little beyond the
,opening of the side seam, and long enough to
come befow the side lining,

On the vamp lining write the person’s name
for whom they are intended, and the length and
width the last is to be of, that, if they should not
fit, you may know the size of them when put
in the shop. ’

Let the strap bits be of any kind of morocco
leather; such Dbits as come off in cuting wo-

F2
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men’s work. The back picces and side lining,
the form of them I have given in the article
Closing. And to make the quarters firm .and
stifl behind, give some bits of upper leather to
slip in between the back picce and quarters, as
stiffening, whichwill prevent the quarters to break
at the scat. Tie the whole ap together in the
vamps, aud mark the outside vamp so that you
may know for whom they are intended,

In fitting the bottom stuff, be carcful that the
soles, inner soles, top picees, &e. are not wider
than the last, and that neither is stouter nor
lighter than the upper leather requires, and the
customer .orders: For, by being particular in
these things you will be of henefit to your em-
ployer and please the customer.

When the shoes are brought from the maker,
you are then to sce that the seat of the inuer
sole and fore part is smeoth, and then round the
quarters even, before they are seat to be hound;
do not let the ends of the straps quite meet, but
let them be about a quarter of .an inch apart,
for there will be a better purchase to tie the
shoe firm on the foot, U E

If. the shoes be right and Ieft, let the strap of

IR A
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the inside quarter be a trifle longer than the out~
side, because the inside ankle of the foot is
faller than the outside ankle; therefore it will
force the inside quarter more out when the shoe
is on, and will bring the ends of the straps to
meet even, otherwise the inside quarter will ap-
pear shorter, if rounded even,

Atter the shoes are bound, punch holes in the
straps (if to tie) about a quarter of an inch
from the end of the strap; and lay the binding:
smooth by hammering of it gently down.on the.
cutli'ng-board. If the binding be leather, co-
lour the outside of it; and.if the upper Jeather
be waxed grﬂin,-and:i& should-be any wise rough,
put a little soft paste on it, and with a damp
spunge lay the grain smooth; but mind that
the paste be well rubbed in, that none of it may
appear in any degree on the upper Jeather. i

When the upper leather is got pretty dry, let
it then be sized*, and after it is got nearly dry

" from the sizing, putin the scat piece and label and

# Size is made by putting about a handful of white
sheepskin shreds to about a pint of water, and let them
simmer near the fre for about cight or twelve liours, thew
strain it to conl,
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size 1t over again ; then it will be brought nearly
to the same state as when the 5L:ns came from

" the currier,

But if the waxed grain be very close and finc,
or if it be dyed on the grain of the skin, smmg
only will be sufficient.

So much for shoes; and I (hink, indepen-
dent of practice, T have omitted nothing that
is necdful.

The Method of cutling a ﬂfan s Boot.

It is rather singular that the gencrality of
cutlers are in the constant habit of cutting boots
at random, that is, without a regular and certain
rule; though without some rules they seldom
attempt to cut shoes ; but as boots are of more
consequence in the trade than shoes, they ought
to have certain and fixed Jaws,

In the course of my practice T have seen boots
from a great many: parts of these kingdoms, and
from many parts of the continent of Europe;
but no two patr of them alike,

The leading shaps in the metropolis are not
regular in their maode of cutting boots ; for {rom
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one aud the same shop you will see various modes
of culting; which is a convineing proof that
there is no regular system or order.

Here T speak from what T have scen; I do
not pretend to say that noune have taken iuto
consideration the real form and movements of
the foot and leg, and have applicd a correspond-
ing mode of culting to answer the end ; bat, as
I have said above, I have seen none. :

InAhe first place it will be proper to show the
meghod, how to take the measure of the foot
and leg.  We will suppose for a jockey or top
boot. '

Take thedength of the foat as in fig. 5, from
Ctol, with the size- stick, same as dlrected' in
the shoe; then with a graduated picce of parch<
ment¥ take the width round the foot at E, at F
and ¥ ; then the width of the heel at ce¢, then
the pitch or the first rise of the calf at D, and

* By making usc of dgrmlunted strip of parchment you
can euter the dimensions on the order-book; and if there
should be no alleration in the person’s font and leg, it will
answer at any future peried when an order is given with-
out seeing the person. But a siip of paper is liable to

many unforeseen accidents.
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the width round he leg at D, likewise the
height of the ‘middle of the calf at B and its
width, then the length aa and the width round
the leg at a. If Hessian or Austrian half hoots,
you must take the length to B, or a little above,
and width at that height.

For the length of a half hont should be up
full to the middle of the calf, or above if the leg
be small, otherwise it will be very liable to sit
loose and open from the leg; because the leg of
the boot must be in every part as wide as the
hecl, otherwise it will be but with great difficulty
got on ; and there are but few men out of the

namber Lhat you may measure, whose_legs.be--

hence the reason of the above caution,

In the present mode of wearing boots, there
1s no necessity to take the first rise of the calf,
but when the close boat was worn it was found
necessary, For I bave known a gentleman the
first rise of the calf of whose leg was within three
or four inches of the ankle, and fuller than his
heel; and as close fitting hoots were then the
wear, and cordovan boot legs, which were taken
in very much, and were made as elastic as possi-

heel :

" dunensions of the foot.
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ble; therefore without attention paid to the first’
swell of the calf, in cutting his boots, he would -
always feel too much pressure on the lower part
of the calf, Here I caution the young beginner
in case close-fitting boots should come in wear.

Now choose out a last that will answer to the
A block last is prefer-
able for a boot, because you can form it to the
size of the foot and the widih of the heel, with-
out being subject to'the men, for their care to
keep the instab leathers in their proper place,

In the next ‘place take the boot vamp patterns, -
and fit onc to the iast, and then: cut out the-
vamps from/a skin of the substance the work
requires, .md in the same. order as directed for:
shoes : fuld and crease the vamps with the black
side out, and cut oul the opening as in fig. 6,
from A to ¢, of the same dimension as that in
fig, 7. from & to ¢. and something deeper than
from £ to K; and longer than from e to i, of
fig. 7. that you may have room to cut the yamp -
smooth and even after it is cramped.

Then wet the vamps, that is, -that part that
is to be-cramped; and with a leather strap, as
that of a thin piece of welt, and fix one end of .

Fb
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it by a tack at the right end of your cutting.
board, and slip the other end of it between the
folded vamp, and let it come to lie close against
the back of the vamp, with the back part of the
vamp towards you, and the end of the tongue
towards your left hand. Then at a certain di-
stance from you on the cutting-board fasten the
vamp to the cutting-board as at 1 and ¢, and then
with the left hand stvain the tongue of the vamp
towards you by the leather strap, and at the same
time hammer the opening of the vamp and
tongue moderately with the broad end of the
hamumer, that the cramp may be retained.
After you have cramped both tongues, and laid
them smooth with the hammer, take the boot

lezs and strain oot the draft well at the Jower-

part, that there may be as Jittle loose leather as
possible about the ankles; and fald them in the
middle with the black side outwards,

Though you have these things prepared, I
would have you, previous to the cutting of them,
to cut the form of the baot in-pattern paper.

In fig. 7. is the form of the hoot cut to the
above dimensions, The side of the vamp a, 1o
be exactly the width of one half the vamp, and

107

the end & K to be under the ankle, and the lower
part at K to be within the heel, as the boot will
be firmer than when the seam is without, forl
it keeps the closing scam firm from plying or
working. :

The depth 2K to be from two to two inches

“and a quarter, and to come just under the an-

kle ; and from 4 to ¢, at the instab, to risein
a gradual curve or sweep, so that ¢ may be at
the bend of the foot at the instab ; for if it be
above that, the vamp will press too much on the
flexor that comes from the leg to the instab to
assist in moving the foot, and will cause the
wearer (o feel (he boot rather uneasy. Thercfore
ilie width of’ the tongue of the vamp at that
place should not be much wider than from
seven-cighths of an inch to that of an inch, that
the foot may have a frec and an easy movement.
Likewise the vamp at that place will sit smoother
without wrinkles, much better than when it is
very wide.  Again, if the quarter of the boot

should be lengthened to x, the sweep or curve
of the tongue of the vamp /i x will be too much
below the ankle and the bend of the instab, and
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there will be a great deal too much loose leather
about the ankles, from the leg and vamp of the
boot; and besides having a very awkward and
clumsy appearance, it will always. sit loose and
open from the leg and instab.

Therefore be careful to pay attention to the
figure and the above directions, that you may
avoid these two extremes, and especially the
latter, as it is very awkward and clumsy, and
too gencrally found in boot-cutting, .

Let the tongue of the vamp be about three
inches and a half from ¢ to the point at i¥;
and from ¢, to the middle, to run gradually
wider till it becomes ahout an inch and a halft
wide, and from thence to the end at i, to taper
gradually to a point.

In the next place cut the counter or back strap
Uy and let it join the vamp at £ K, and to run
of a gradual sweep towards the heel, and the
depth in the middle between 4 and L to be
about an eighth of an inch lower-than it is at

¢ That height of the tongue will keep the boot leg

smooth in front, and causc it to lie close to the person's

leg.

AL o g memt e ke bl e
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i% 5 and the width of the back strap at L to be
about an inch; and the depth at L C to be in
general about two inches and a half, which will
be nearly at the bend of the heel behind ; bue
from there up theleg let it be abuut lhrce-mgluhs
of an inch. _

When taking the width of the heel ¢ ¢, you
must allow a certain space of the leg below ¢, at
the heel, for to come under the sewing, and
likewise the counter f, must be left wider than
the leg, about a quarter of an inch, because of
the substance of the legand the middle piece.

Now let the vamp and counter, or back strap
meet at & K, and put the last on them, and
sce that they have the same relation to the last as
the vamp and quarter of the shoe, as directed
ander that article; and if not, you are to cut a
little: off, of both vamp and counter at 4, or at
K, till they do correspond.

Then take a half sheet of the same kind of

paper, and let one side of it be quite straight, to

# For it will give more easc ard freedom to the person's
heel to go in and come out of the foot of the boot; but,
if higher, it will have the contrary effect, both in feel and
in sight, .
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represent the front of the boot leg, and place it
under the vamp and counter, in the direction
3. ¢. i. a. for the upper part a, to be about two or
three inches from the perpendicular E. ¢. &;
because, when a man stands upright, the upper
part of theleg just under the knee, as at a, is bes
tween two and three inches from a perpendieular,
as a. is fromd ; thati isy from the perpendicalar
E.c 4.

Three very material things arise from not
placing the boot leg in the position of the man’s
leg : First, if the boot leg be near a perpendicular,
it will set off in front from the man’s leg ; second-
ly, it will be in too great folds I)ehmd when the
person stands ereci 3 and thirdly, the person will
have more trouble to get on such a boot.—And
likewise if the length of the quarter of the boot
L ¢, be cut as above directed, so as that the wide

part of the vamp does not press on the flexar of

the foot, and the boot leg to be in a perpendicular
position, or nearly so; then the tongue of the
boot, and the joining part of the boot leg, will
set off from the upper part of the instab and the
leg in a loose and clumsy form :=—Therefore it
will be better for the boot to exceed the position

-,
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of the leg than otherwise; for then it will sit
closer to the man’s lex in front, and without any
folds behind when the boot is drawn up, and will
vo on with more ease.

Now you have the leg pattern in its proper
position, 3. ¢. a, cut it even with the vamp and
counter at the bottom from 3 to ¢, and let the
corve of the tongue at ¢ meet the edge of the
leg pattern,and let the upper point of the tongue
meet the edge of the same at 4, and mark the leg
pattern from the point ¢ along the curve of the
tongue to 4 5 "and prick two holes with the point
of the awl,. through the leg pattern, one at 4,
and the other at K.

Then cut off from the leg pattern the marked
part till within a quarter of an inch to A, then
cut it off sloping to o. ——But mind, when you.
are cutting the boot leg, that you must not cut off
as much from the boot leg between ¢ and Zas the
full width of the tongue; because of the draft of
the boot leg (commonly called) ; that is, itmusthe
in proportion to the quantity taken in by the
currier to make the leg elastic ; which you may
sce by the given width on the boot leg, and the
apparent one, which you can measure,

Then, for an exact measurement, it will be, As
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the given width is to the apparent one, so will

the width of the tongue, to the real widih to be

cut off from the leg at the tongue. .

But in practice you will soon be able to gueas
the quantity ; for it must be a little Jess than the
real width of the tongue, for the above reasons :
—Otherwise, if you cut off the boot leg the full
width of the tongue or more, you will have the
boot leg above the tongue to pchct out and hang
over the tongue, and will remain 80, a3 an in-
curable subject.

But at ¢ the tongue only meets the leg, as in
the patterns ; thercfore at that part there is
nothing to be cut off the leg.

Now, after you have cut the front of the leg
pattern out, put the vamp pattern to it, and see
that they fit; and if they do, put the weight
on both between K and o; then with-the gradu-

ated parchment boot measure® take the width

of the heel from ¢ to ¢; but not so clobe to the

* Or, instead of taking the trouble to fold the parch-
ment every tine you take the dimensions, you may bave
a rule made of half the length, just the same as the parch-
ment folded, which you will find more convenient.

i e b
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edge at ¢, without leaving enough to come u,ndcr
the sewing stitch, .

Now take the vamp pattern away, and move
the leg pattern with its front towards you in
length of the cutting-hoard, that you may have
it with more case within your rcﬂ.ch.—-(So much
for Patterns for exercise.)

Then take the lengths C D, C B the rise and
middle of the calf, and the length K p; and the
width at their respective lengths. With respect
to the small, that is, the space hetween L. and
D, you must be governed by the heel, and the
fancy of the wearer :—If the wearer should order
themfull _at. fhe _small, b the b heel will be out of
the question ; but if he e should order them to be
rather close, you must be guided by the heel o

* Here, T would have the young tyra obscrve, that when
man puts on # boot, when the foot is about half way down
the leg of the boot, the rising part of the foot, the middle bea
tween the apper part of the iustab and the great toe (or what
the anatomists call metatarsus) is a collection of hones, five
in number, and in many feet it protrudes very much.—
This part presses against the frout of the hoot, and the
tip of the Lecl against the hind part, and the liue of their
position is in an oblique dircction, as the liue 4§ in fig, 8,
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The leg in the small must be left the width of
the heel, for the reasons in the last note j other-
wise the boot will not go on or ¢ome off with
ease.~And likewise, it is evident from the same

And this part of the foot is nearly three inches lower
down in the boot, as atd, than the tip of the heel at 4.—
Now a k, and 4 b are parallel to each other, and the
angles at a, and b, are necarly right angles; and take them
as such, we have an casy vule to find the width i &, or ak,
by squaring ¢ by and taking the square of ia, or b &,
from it, and the square root of the diffcrence will be the
width at @ & or i b, and it will be found a trifle more than
the width of the heel cc. But when the heel gocs down
to &, the rising part of the foot will be dewn in the foot
of the boot at ¢; therefore at b, the boot leg may be cut
something less than the heel, as the foot is getting far into
the foot of the boot.— As the leg will admit to be cut under
tire width of the heel at b, you can cut the boot sloping
from ¢ to b to fit the form of the heel, which will eause
that part of the boot leg to sit closer round the ankle
than if the leg wes left widerat b, Though lately, fashion
has prevailed over the natural form of the heel of e
foot, by cutting the boot from the lower part of the lecl
to the calf in a curve projecting from the heel; so that the
wearer is not able to keep his foat firm in the foot of the

boat ; because the form of the boot gives room for lis’

heel to slip up anud down in the hicel of the boot.—Sa
much for fashion.
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note, that it is not the real widih of the 'helel_ as
¢ ¢, that makes its way in the boot, but the
width of ¢ e; and in consequence of the oblique
direction of the foot entering the boot, that the
boot leg is not required wider than the h-efai:
And practice has taught the trade to know it;
though T belicve that few observe the cause.

Though the heel be the guide for the hoot leg
in the small, T bave known persons to gct on
boots near two inches less than the heel ; but they
were persons who had no protruding part on the
instab, and who could straighten the foot at the
ankle very much.

And I haye known others who could hardly
move the ankle joint from that of a walking’
posture without any apparent cause : therefore a
certain allowance was necessary above the width
of the heel. ; o

By observing the foot coming out of a boot,
you will sec that after the person’s foot comes
just out of the foot of the boot, the tip of
the heel will press against the back part of the
boot leg, and force it into a curve, till the hc.cl
cames to the full of the calf; then the heel in
eeneral is lost in the width,
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T'he front of the boot leg is straight, and the
roam for the heel must be hehind j but it shoukd
not be much fuller than the widih of the heel,
only that it should go on and come off with
ease,

Some would wish to have always their back
sirep hoots, whether Austrian or jockey, to keep
that curve-that the heel makes, like that of a
Hessian boot; but o effect that, they should
often be put on the boot trees, and previously
damped; then left on till they become perfectly
dry.

Now, after these observations concerning the
heel and the small of the hoot leg, let the hoot
leg be cut behind as per fig. 7. in the direction
C, L, D, B, a,to the real width of the person’s
leg, and especially at B and a; but at D it may
,be left to ‘the fancy of the times or the wearer;
"but if ordered to fit the leg at that part, you must
cut it to the measure.. il

Almost all boot legs have: the width. at the
small marked on them ; and if not, you may cut
a narrow strip. off the bottom. of' the boot leg,
and strain it out well, and it will give the width
by measurement.—The real width of the boot

M7

g al the small, and the narrow part of (he

wngue of the vamp between ¢ and i areto be

illowing a certain portion more than the real

wider than the heel, &ec.
Now you have -cut the leg to the size, mark
ff the length as at a, a, fig. 7. quite square ;

quircs it, to appear even in prospect.
mme between theboot leg and the custing-board,

frt 1o the leg, but not quite close at the lower
jart of the top. :

wded together, and the sum to be compared
| with the width of the person’s heel ; and after

vidth of the heel, that is, for what maybe taken
inby the closing, cut off the.diflerence from the.
boot leg, as from L to Dj if the boot leg be

ad if it be a whole boot Ieg, (though very few
of them are wsed now, .on the :account of the .
{ 1ops) mark.off the lengih «of the tap froma a, to-
the length itisdo be, and cut the remainder off;
lut let the hind part of the lower part of the
11p-be about .a quarter of an inch decper than -
ihe front, because the projection of the calf re-

Then fold 1he ley at @ a, and let the top part.~

and let them be even in front; then cut the top

Bt |f1he top is to be sewed on, let the boot | .
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leg be about a quarter to half an inch shorter
than the real length is to be, and cut a p'lpcr
pattern for the top.

First fold half a sheet of any kind of paper,
and put it under the hoot leg. on the cutting-
board, and let the folded part be even with the
front of the boot leg, and cut it even with the
upper part of the boot leg, as at a ¢, fig. 7. that
you may have both ends to correspond ; then
fold as much of the top pattern at the same end,
as the boot leg is too short, and from that fold
mark off the Ienglh the top is to be, and cut the
remainder off : But as I mentioned above, for the
whole boot leg let the lower part of the top
pattern behind be deeper than the front, abouta
quarter of an inch ; but if the leg be full, half an
inch will not be too much. '

Then put the boot leg on the top patterns, and
let the upper part of the boot leg meet the folded
part of the pattern, and be sure’ that they are
even in front; and then cut the pattern behind
to the leg. After you have cut out the tops
by the pattern, let there be some fine whity
~ brown paper pasted on the inside of the top, 10
prevent the oil from the leg getting into the top:
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For the modern boot tops, dressed as they are in
acids and alkali, will imbibe every kind of liquid.

| that may come in contact with them,

The counters or back straps are to be cut as.

| above directed. Then you must fit up the boot

legs with side linings, and good middle pieces
to put between the counter or back strap and the
leg, and to be so long as to come beyond the:
heel on each side; for, as there is no feather
o the inner sole of the boot behind, unless
there is a proper substance at the counter to pre-
vent the boot leg to bend short at the heel, the-
boot leg will soon crack and break off atthe
hecl,

Now to clése this article I shall make one.
general observation.

Always be careful to place the boot leg as
near as. you can in the position of the person’s
leg, (for the above reasons) as in the direction.
8054, dy fige 7.

The counter, or counter part of the back strap,
should be up as high' as the bend of: the foot
at the heel, about two inches and a half, as C L,

then from the top of the counter, let there be a

gradual sweep or curve from Li.to h, and from
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A to c; that is, the sweep _',lo':comc from the
‘bend of the heel behind gradually under the
ankle, and then up to the upper part of thein-

stab, nearly to the bend of the foot at that place ;
but so that the flexor of the fuol: may have a &

free movement.

But mind, it should be no lower down, as in

the dircction of £ x; there it will have a very
awkward appearance, besides its giving too much
loose leather round the ankles.

Let the tongue of the vamp be cut so that it
may be rather strained in the lcngth, in lhe
closing, than be too full. = :

When you have obtained that experience, so
as 1o be able to cut the boot at the ankle to any
form, at your own will and pleasure ; then the
other parts will become perfectly easy : and till
you have mastered that, be constantly in the

hahit - of cutting patterns to answer the end,
to fit the foot and ankle.

Hessian: Bools,

Hessian boots were first brought into lhls
country from Germany in the beginning of this
war,about 1794 or 1795, Then they werecrinkled
in the front of the instab ; as the present niode

R wadirrd

2153,
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of blocking them was, I suppose; unknown to
the Germans,
That which I believe was the effect of neces-

{ sity in Germany, became a subject of choice in

this country, and improved upon.

“The form of the boot at first was rather odious,
as the close boot was then in wear; but like
many fashions, at first frightful, then pitied,
and at last adopted ; so with the Hessian boots,
and they have now given the fashion to all other
kinds of boots made with elastic boot-legs.

Hessian hootd are in general closed on the in-

| side, but some are closed on the outside ; some

| with back lining, and some without; but those
with back linings are the best, they keep up
betteryand the counter is prevented from slipping
under the heel,

Figs. 6. and 10. represent the front and back

of a Hessian boot,—Figs. 11, and 12, represent
{ the blocks, which any part of the country may

have from London, Bristol, or from any other
eity or large town. -

When Dblocking the legs, let them be first
wetted in cold water ; or, if the leather should be

rther stff' to work, "and you think that warm
G
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water will render it more, pliable, let them be

wetted in warm ; but mind that the water be
not beyond blood heat ; otherwise, if it should
be, it will scorch the leather, and render it of
very little service.—For the fibres of the leather
are very similar to the feathers of a quill: when
. a certain quantity of heat is applied to them, they
will be scorched, and twisted inlo various di-
rections : so will the fibres of the leather fecl
the heat alike if aboye blood heat, though you
may not very sensibly discern the process.
Therefore, T would have you to be careflul
never to use hot water, if yon can avoid it by
any means, _
When laying the front of the boot-leg on the
block, mind that the first two tacks arc puat on
cach side of the block at the angle J; and that
the leg be well strained across the instab in the
dircetion a, b.—Then strain the leg down the
foot, and up the leg to the shin, with tacks on
vach side, about an inch or two from each other,
and work the folds in well at every™tack, till you
‘get it quite smooth as if there-had been no fold,
but one dircel piece of leather.
The back liniig and counter must be pasted
{ -

b
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to the back part of the leg before you block it,
and that 18 to be only strained direct across the
block.

When dry, take them off the blocks, and
press them flat before you hegin to cut them.

In cutting them, you must endeavour 1o let
the seam at the lower part of the ]eg on each
side come within the heel of the -boot; and,
it possible, both the front and back to be cut

- siraight by a ruler from one end to the other;
- and for the front and back to be ncarly of the

same width from the lower part of the calf up
to the top; but from the calf to the ankle the
width of the back must be decreasing to come
within the heel at the bottom ; and both, in the
small, to be the width of the heel, will be suffi-
cient ; but if the calf be full, then, the leg from
the ankle to the calf must be left gradually fuller
than the heel, that the leg may be -of a regular
S\'-“L"Up. 3

If the small of a Hessian boot be left fuller
than the heel, it appears, I think, very un-.
sightly. ' =

Indeed, many don’t like the Hessian boot, be-

- causc it retains the sweil or curve the heel makes

"ag
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in going on; therefore they make choice of the

back strap boot, though the heel makes the

same swell in going on ; but in consequence of

the boot leg being elastic, it closes to the small
of the leg after the boot is on.

Please to mind, in cutting the sides of
the front and back part of the boot-leg, from
the ankle fo the bottom, to bring them to
the width of the heel, that they may be quite
straight ; or if they meet at bottom, and at the
ankle, and not quite so in the intermediate
space, the boot will fit the closer about the
heel.

With respect to the form of the top of the
IJesssian or Austrian boot, they depend entircly
on the fancy of the time: Latcly they were of a

- gradual sweep in front, and with a peak behind
as in fig. 13. ; but now they are square in front,
and without a peak behind, as in fig 14.

" In right and left balf boots the opening at the
top of the boot leg ought to be cut from a quar-
ter to half an 1:1ch on the inside of the leg
from the middle: Because the distance from
the middle of the calf to the shin, on the outside
of a man’s leg, is geeater than on the inside
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© from the calf to theshin ; and as the shin appears’
_to be the middle of the front of the leg, the front

of the boot should be made to correspond ;
otherwise, if the opening be cut in the middle of
the boot-leg, it will appear, when on the man’s-
leg, too much on the outside of the leg.

But in a straight footed hoot-you cannot avoid
it, nor docs it appear so much as in a right and.
left..

The inside of the top of the front should be

“lined with yellow roan, or any other kind of .

leather, morocco, &e. ;

When treeing the boots, (as- the trade calls:
the putting: the boots on the boot-trees,) theboot-
trees ought to be sorted so, that at the calf they
may be the real widih of the calf of the leg of
the person they. are for, if they can be got, or
very nearly so: The other parts will in. general-
he in proportion..

. After you have' got the boot propcrly on ‘the

trees, lay' down the seams smooth ; and if the

boot-leg is got rather rough in the working, let
there be put'on it a little paste, and with a damp:
spunge let the roughaess be laid smooth : when:

dry, let it be well sized, and after-it is dried of’
G3



120

the size, and if youshould not find the leg so
smooth as you would wish, let it be slicked
with the long-stick, and then size it ‘over again;
but, previous to the second sizing, some will rub
it over with a little candle’ grease, or mutton
suct.

But if you intend to black the boot with shin-
ing blacking, which is much in practice, you
must avoid the grease; though the grease 1s not
observed after the boot is sized, any more than
when the boot-legs come from the currier; for
that is nearly the process they make use of to
g‘rain the wax-leather, and the trade endea-
vour to recover the lost grain by the same
‘means. '

The top leather (if a top boot) isonly to-be -

washed with fair water and a clean spunge ; and
if there be any wrinkles caused in the working,
they may be laid smooth with any clean smooth
thing, such as a long-stick, a piece of glass, the
same as the curriers make use of, Let the top
be dry before you take the boot uﬁ; the trees,

Laced Half Bools.
The measure of a laced half boot is to be taken

197

at the heel and foot, the same as the boot 5 but
above the ankle you must take the real width of
the person’s leg, as at b & ; and at the length as
at dd, fig. 15. Iere the whole space, from a o
to dd, is in one piece, the leg and quarter 3 and
the vamp from aa to the toe. The position of
the half boot is the same as the boot; in propor~
tion to the length: for example, suppose that ¢
(in fig. 7.) is the length of the half boot, then as
the whole length ¢ 4 is to the half ¢ e, so is the
distance a d from the perpendicular to ee, the
distance at thé\lenglh'of the half booet, and so
for any length. But in practice there will be
no necessity to come to mathematical propor-
tion ; for your daily experience, with attention,
will fix the form in the mind sufficiently exact for
all purposes, without having recourse to the
above method,

I have only laid that down, that you may have
an idea of the principles.

The side a ¢ b d, (fig.15.)is open to belaced
up in front, with a piece of thin leather all the
way up under the lacing ; and both sides are to
be lingd with a strip of leather about half an
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inch wide, to strengthen the leg under the
lacing,

The leg of the half boot must be cut as near as
you can to the real width and form of the per-
son’s leg, in front and behind,

Laced half boots are not much worn at pre-
- sent; but.the fancy of mankind is so nncertain,
that the trade do not know how soon they may
come inte general wear,

Women’s Shoes, or Slippers.
¥

The dimensions of the foot are to be taken the
-same as directed for the men’s.—If there is to
be a wood heel of any height, you must choose
the last to have a hollow in the waist, and a
spring or pitch in proport:on to the height of the
heel. :
Tn the next place, you must fit the patterns to
the last; observing the same directions as given
in the men’s.—Some like the quarter long, some
short, and snme middling.-%801ne like the quar-
ter deep behind, and some rather low; therefore
‘a generdl raule cannot be observed, -but you
must be directed by the customers,—A wood.
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heel should not have the quarter so deep behind
as a flat heel. '

+ The quarter of a Morocco, kid, or any wove
upper slipper, from two to two and a quarter
deep behind is sufficient ; but to strong leather
shoes, or slippers, the quarter ought to be deeper
as the substance of the shoes and the wearer re-
quire them.

In general, ‘we find the wearers of Spanish,
Moroceo, kid, or any kind of wove slippers,
wish the length of the front of the vamp of the .

* same length, whether the foot is long or short.

The common wearing length now in use, from
the open part.of the vamp to the toe, is from
two to three'inches ; therefore the length of the
whole vamp has no need to be more than from
three and a half to four inches long. That is,
that pact of the vamp which joins the quarter to be
from an inch to aninch and a half from the open
part of the vamp ; for, if the joining of the vamp
and quarter should be nearer to the front of the
vamp than above directed, the join will be more
liable to tear, '

From the abovelength of the vamp, the length
of the quarter must be in proportion fo the length
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-of the foot.  The quarter should be somcthing
deeper behind than at the side, even to those that
desire the quarter straight; for, ifthe quarter be cut
inastraight line from the sweep of the front of the
vamp to the end of the heel seam, it would ap-
pear in the slipper rather of a rise or swell in the
middle than straight; therefore the quarier should
be from an ¢ighth to a quarter of an inch lower
at the side than behind, and let ithe ina gradual
sweep from the top of the heel scam to the
frout of the vamp, as per fig. 186,
hollow vamps.

But in vamps with peaks in front, (to which
some old people are still partial, from being the
fashion when they were young, ) the guarter comes
to the angle the peak makes with the vamp, as
in fig, 17, : ot

The Grecian or sanda! form should be cut
as per fig. 16. A ruler placed along the upper
part of the quarter, and within two inches of the
toe, will give the line of direction, as a & on
the vamp, where to cut the scollop from; the
end of the quarter must form one of them, as
- per fig.

Whatever form or shape fancy may ine

So much for
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vent in future, they may be deduced from the
abuve modes : And as to all shoes to tic, they:
are similar to those of the men’s; to which
refer, ; !
In all women’s work, except coarse leather
pumps or shoes, you must be carcful to cut
thom even, smooth, and exact, to what you in--
tend them to be, for when they are bound there
is no future remedy..

Al Spanish, Morocco, and kid skins are to-
be cut the same as directed to cut men’s upper

" leathers from lie calf skins.

In all wove uppers and linings, the width of the
vamp and length of the quarter are to be taken
in the lengthi of the piece, “hel.ht.r it be velvet, -
silk, jean, &ec. ‘

The quanlity to be turned in by the binder,
ought to be pricked off at the heel scam and side:
scam of the quarter pattern as well as the vamps,-
if all the lining be cloth, that the binder may:
not turn in more nor less; otherwise . you will:
not be sure to have the real length of the quarter, -
or vamp. ' '

Leather lining in the quarters is to be cut
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close to the patterns; for the binders do not
turn any in, but let them meet at the edges.

In all Spanish, Morocco, or any kind of leather
that is to be closed at the sides and heel seam
and bound with leather, certain allowance is to
be given in the vaiips and quarters, that you
may retain the real length of the quarter and
vamp; but if they are to be bound with silk,
there will be no need for any allowance, because
the binder in this case only lets the edges mect,

Women's Half Boots to lace.

This article varics very little from that of the
men’s, as in fig. 15, which look to.

The length of the quarter in the women’s is
something longer, that is, a a is nearer the tog,

If the heel be high, the boot leg must have
more pitch, thatis, it must be further from a per-
pendicular, and that in proportion to the height
of the heel.—In every other respect you must
follow the directions given in the men’s, in
any kind of leather; and in any kind of wove,
with the additional directions in the wove upper
slippers.
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To cut up Hides for Soles.

In the first place, let the hide lic flat on the
fcor orboard j then round off the loose belly and
shanks, and cut off the neck and the thin part of
the shoulders acrass the width of the whole hide.
~Then cut the rest of the hide in ranges across
the hide, of such width as you may require.—
There is no need for the ranges to be wider than
the width of the last at the joint added to the
width in the small; forin the prime part of the -
range the soles may be taken heel and toe; that
is, in cutting the soles separate, where the heel of
one comes, the toe of the other will come:
Henee, there is no need for the range to be so
wide as twice the width of the last at the joint,

Tt has been found by various trials in different
modes, that entting up sole leather in ranges is
the simplest, and with the least waste.

The neck part is in general converted into welt
leather ; the loose belly, and part of the shanks,
into inner soles; and the hard shanks mto lifts,
split-lifts, and piece soles, :

H
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I suaLyL conclude this partwith advice to the
young cutter before he commences master.

The experience of cutting, and the habit of a
shop, will qualify him, and become a motive to
act for himself.

But he should mind, that with all the practice
in a shop, without the. experience of buying,
and calculating the valuc of the different parts of
the materials that compose the various articles
manufactured in the trade, with due attention,
Le will still find himself at a loss :—I'or many a
young master, for want of this experience; has
spent hundreds of pounds of moncy, which be
never had the trouble to carnj; and all the re-
compense he received from the public was pity,
or poor fellow !

Let the young beginner mind that every kind
of leather is-very dear; and that the best calf
dressed leather at this time is on an average
from 4d. to 6d. per ounce; wages very high,
and house rent and taxes enormous; and if he
vends his manufactured articles for what they
cost, or less, then the consequence will be very
soon felt; but often to his' sorrow he discovers
the evil too late. ' '

o A e S R e i s bR
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Never through the avarice of gaining more
trade than your neighbour, attempt at under-
scliing ; becanse it is a great evil fo the trade,
and no good - to the public, and indeed ruin to
all those that I have known to have engaged
in it _

The cheap scller endeavours to procure the
materials Lo answer his ends, and of course they
must be of an inferior quality.—The journcy-
men’s wages he must reduce, or employ very
inferior bands; and this is a very great evil to
the trade, and to the public, ;

Tor, all of the trade that have had years of
experience, know very well that there is no

“workman on the seat capable to serve a shop as

a regular, smooth hand, witheut being regularly
engaged in the trade, from ten to twelve years;
and certainly such experience deserves to be
rewarded. -

Buat the men that are employed in the cheap
work, endeavour to make up in time, what they
lose in wages, by not putting into the articles
half the work they ought to do, that they may
bring their wages on a par with those that work

on better work.—This evil does not end with
H2
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this kind of work ; but the men get into a habit,

which they do not leave off very easily when
employed on better work,—Hence, the con-
munity suffers as well as the trade,

Itis the intercst of the community to encou-
rage good work in all trades, and in all things,
as a public good.—And our trade fcquires it as
much as any ; for at best, itis but an impetfect

handicraft, and the articles arc exposed more to

service, and more abuse, than any other of 2
similar nature, . :

Therefore, let the young beginner for his own
interest, the general good of the trade, and the
good of the community, discourage every species
of underselling, and encourage good work, that
he may be able to manufacture good articles,
and conscquently to have a fair price.- :

In cheap selling, I believe that it is an en-
deavour between the public and the sel]t.r, ¢ to
lite the biter)

After having a fair price for your manufac-
tured articles, you will have enough to encounter
with in the trade. There is no business that has

* morc to do with the various dispositions of man-
kind than onrs. It is never free from their
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fancy, humour, and passions. And what 13
worse, many of those who give the most tron-
hle, never intend 1o pay for the articles after
being po*scssed of them.—The ravages of these
swindling thieves (for no better eplthet do
they deserve) no trade feels more of thai ours,
How hurtful -such frequent robberies must be
to the industrious tradesman, whose family and
himself depend on the produce of that- labour
which he is so shamefully swindled out of !

- Therefore 1 would advise the young trades-

‘man to pay particular attention to the real value

of all the parts that are in the manufactured
article, the wages for making, and the reasona-
ble profit on that article as a reward for his
judgement and labour, which he is entitled to,
to support his situation n socmty equal to other

- useful trades.

Always endeavour to procure the best tanned
and curried lcather that the market produces :—
Though the trade has to lament that both are

very defective at these times ; and by the public

these defects are charged to the trade, though
no way concerned in them. Never recommend
water-proof lcather, as some prepared leather
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is termed ; for it defeats its own ends, if it
should really be so; becanse, if it prevents the
waler to penetrate i, it will likewise preyent
the perspiration of the foot to enter out through
the pores of the leather, but will confine the
perspirable matter to the foot, which will always
be as if in a water bath, :

Therefore it must be very hurtful to those
who arc in general the most desirous for such
Ieather, the Valetudinarians,

Now I shall close with wishing the young
tradcsman well, and recommend to hig perusal
twosmall tracts of Dr, Franklin’s : ¢ The Way to
Wealth ;* and his ¢ Advice to young Persons in-

tended for Trade;’ which may be had at most

Booksellers’ shops.

THE END,

duchard Taylor & Co., Erinlers, Shoc-Lane, London,
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